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College Planner
Unit Lesson Title Lesson Objectives
1 MY EDUCATIONAL FUTURE

Who Are You and What Do You 
Want?

Explain why having a purpose or reason for going to college is important. 
Explain why college is important in today’s world.

Report C0101A-God's Plan for 
You

Analyze personal character traits related to college choices. Identify 
expectations and goals for going to college.  Explain why college is not 
for everyone.

Common Reasons to Go to 
College

Identify common reasons for going to college.

What's God's Will for My 
Educational Future?

Distinguish between skills, talents, and spiritual gifts. Recognize how 
knowing your skills, talents, and spiritual gifts help in planning for the 
future.

Why Choose a Particular School? Identify important factors to consider when choosing a college.

What Are Colleges Really 
Looking For?

Identify key factors which college admissions directors consider 
important. List factors that can improve the chances of being accepted 
into one’s preferred school.

2 CHOOSING A COLLEGE
What Type of School is Right for 
Me?

Distinguish between various types of institutions of higher learning.

Freshmen/Sophomores: Planning 
Calendars

Identify the steps that should be taken in college preparation during the 
freshman and sophomore years of high school.

Juniors/Seniors: Planning 
Calendars

Identify the steps that should be taken in college preparation during the 
junior and senior years of high school.

Your Ideal School: Creating Your 
Long List

Prioritize characteristics of various educational institutions according to 
your educational goals.

Your Ideal School: Creating Your 
Short List

Prioritize characteristics of various educational institutions according to 
your educational goals. Identify the benefits and reasons for a return trip 
to the college campuses being considered.

Project: Choose Your School Practice the process of college selection. Explain the pros and cons of a 
chosen school.
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3  ENTRANCE EXAMS AND APPLICATIONS

College Entrance Exams: The 
PSAT

Discuss the purpose and benefits of college entrance exams. List skill 
areas that the PSAT tests.

College Entrance Exams: The 
SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject 
Tests

List three skill areas that the SAT® tests. Explain the difference between 
the SAT® Reasoning and the SAT® Subjects tests.

College Entrance Exams: The 
ACT

Identify one major difference between the ACT® and the SAT®. List four 
skill areas that the ACT® tests.

Applications and 
Recommendations

Identify the types of information required on a typical college application. 
Identify the types of people to ask about writing a recommendation. 
Discuss the purpose and benefits of the CLEP.

Admissions Essays Identify different types of essays often required as a part of the college 
application process. Identify essentials of writing a good essay.

Essay C0103A Admissions Essay Compose a sample essay of approximately 250 words

Athletics and Fine Arts Describe the additional steps necessary in the college planning process 
for a student athlete. Describe the additional steps necessary in the 
college planning process for a student majoring in an arts program.

4 PAYING FOR COLLEGE
What Does College Cost? Categorize six types of common expenses paid by a college student.

P j t C0104A Th C t fProject C0104A-The Costs of 
College

C l l t th t t l f fi l llCalculate the total expenses for five sample colleges.

How Much Will You Be Expected 
to Pay?

Explain the difference between the various financial aid application 
forms. Identify the factors used to determine the Estimated Family 
Contribution.

Types of Financial Aid: Grants 
and Loans

Explain the difference between the various types of grants and loans.

Types of Financial Aid: 
Scholarships and More

Explain the difference between scholarships, grants, and loans. Identify 
features that make a financial aid application package most appealing to 
a scholarship committee.

A Message to Parents (and 
Students)

Discuss how to avoid being "scammed” by dishonest scholarship search 
services.
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5  NON-COLLEGE OPTIONS

Interviewing: Some Questions Explain how to prepare for a college admissions interview.

Project C0105A-Your List of 
Questions

Create a list of sample questions to be asked of a college admissions 
officer.

Mentoring Identify characteristics of a mentoring relationship

Other Options: Apprenticeship 
and Internship

Explain the pros and cons of apprenticeships and internships.

Other Options: Military Explain the process for applying to the U.S. military academies.

Review Identify factors to consider when choosing a school. Explain why 
community involvement during the high school years is an important part 
of the college preparation process.
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