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Twentieth Century American History
Unit Lesson Title Lesson Objectives
1 - COMING OF AGE

Entering the Industrial Age Analyze the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution on the United 
States. Explain how the major technological developments 
revolutionized and transformed American society and economy.

Industrialists and Big Business Identify and explain how big business differed from earlier forms of 
business at the end of the nineteenth century. Explain the impact of 
Social Darwinism on big business. Describe the various types of 
business organizations and methods and the government reaction to big 
business.

The American Workforce Analyze factory life and how laborers responded to poor working 
conditions. Examine the causes and consequences of child labor. 
Describe the response of employers and government to labor strife.

Farmers and Populists Explain the conflicts that arose during the settlement of the frontier 
among farmers. Explain the various responses of farmers to resolving 
their economic problems. Describe Populism and its legacy. Analyze the 
Populists' Omaha Platform of 1892 as a statement of grievance and 
agenda for reform.

Immigration at the Turn of the 
Century

Analyze the push-pull factors leading to increased immigration from 
China and Europe. Explain how immigration intensified ethnic and 
cultural conflict, leading to restrictive measures.

Corruption and Political Machines Describe the characteristics and rise of urban political machines. Identify 
the causes and effects of the 1873 and 1893 economic depressions and 
the government response to economic conditions. Examine the 1896 
presidential election and determine its significance in American politics.

Growth of Cities Examine the movement of people from rural to urban areas and the 
adjustment to city life. Identify the problems faced by urban residents in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s. Explain how industrialization and other 
factors influenced the growth of different types of cities in variousfactors in d e grow  of  types of cities in various 
regions.

Project: Immigrant Experience Describe the challenges immigrants faced in society at the turn of the 
twentieth century.

Women's Roles in Society Explain how women's roles in society changed at the turn of the century.

Race Relations and Discrimination Describe race relations at the turn of the twentieth century, including 
segregation and discrimination.

Education and Entertainment Describe the rise of public education and how it promoted national unity 
and American values. Evaluate the role of education in integrating 
immigrants into mainstream society. Investigate the new forms of 
entertainment and leisure activities that emerged in the late-nineteenth 
and early-twentieth centuries.
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Unit Lesson Title Lesson Objectives
2 - MODERN AMERICA EMERGES

Progressivism Examine the origins of Progressivism. Identify the goals of 
Progressivism.

Progressive Reforms Identify Progressive efforts to regulate big business and labor. Identify 
Progressive efforts to protect workers and consumers. Identify the 
constitutional amendments that reflect the ideals and goals of 
Progressivism.

Leaders and Limitations of 
Progressivism

Evaluate the impact of leaders during the Progressive movement. 
Examine the expansion of the role of government during the Progressive 
Era. Discuss the limitations of Progressivism.

Global Imperialism Examine the factors that led to global Imperialism. Analyze the motives 
behind American Imperialism in the late 1890s.

American Expansionism Identify the events leading to the annexation of Hawaii. Identify the 
reasons for the Spanish-American War. Describe the Open Door Policy.

The United States as a World Pow Examine American foreign policy under presidents Roosevelt, Taft, and 
Wilson.

Project: Panama Canal Describe the U.S. role in the Panama Revolution and the building of the 
Panama Canal.

Causes of World War I Identify the main causes of World War I. Analyze how the United States 
responded to the war in Europe.

The United States Enters the War Explain why the United States became involved in World War I. 
Describe the role of the United States in the Allied victory. Describe the 
influence of technology on the military strategy and outcome of World 
War I.

Supporting the War Effort Examine how the United States financed the war and managed the 
economy. Describe the ways in which the government sought to secure 
loyalty to the war effort. Analyze the changes caused by the war on 
various groups such as women and minorities.

Wilson's Peace Plan Evaluate Wilson's Fourteen Points. Identify the important provisions of 
th t t E l i h th S t did t tif th T t fthe peace treaty. Explain why the Senate did not ratify the Treaty of 
Versailles.
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3 - BOOM TO BUST

Russian Revolution Identify the events of the Russian Revolution. Explain the significance of 
the Russian Revolution.

Red Scare Examine postwar issues, including the Red Scare, Palmer raids, Sacco 
and Vanzetti trial, resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan, and labor strikes.

Return to Normalcy Evaluate the Republican leadership of Warren G. Harding and Calvin 
Coolidge. Identify the factors that led to immigration restrictions following 
World War I.

Rise of a Consumer Culture Describe the rise of the consumer economy in the 1920s. Identify the 
influence of mass advertising. Identify the influence of the assembly line 
on mass production. Identify the influence of new technologies, including 
the automobile and electricity, in improving transportation and the 
standard of living.

Prohibition Examine the causes and effects of Prohibition. Examine the religious 
and racial tensions during the 1920s.

Flappers and Popular Culture Describe the changing role of women during the 1920s. Analyze the 
impact of mass media on creating a new popular culture.

Harlem Renaissance Describe the Harlem Renaissance. Identify the contributions of African 
American artists and writers.

Uncle Sam Is Depressed Evaluate the causes of the Great Depression. Analyze the causes and 
consequences of the 1929 stock market crash.

Devastation of the Depression Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on American society.
World Is Depressed Identify the global impact of the Great Depression. Describe the rise of 

dictatorships in Europe.
A New Deal for Americans Identify the measures taken by President Hoover to provide relief during 

the Great Depression. Identify the goals and programs of the first and 
second New Deals.

Deal or No Deal Explain how the New Deal affected women and minorities. Identify the 
opponents of New Deal legislation. Evaluate the significance and legacy 

f th N D lof the New Deal.
Project: New Deal Programs Explain how the New Deal addressed the problems of the Great 

Depression.
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4 - WORLD WAR II AND THE COLD WAR

Isolationism and Nationalism Analyze the reasons for the United States to take up a policy of 
isolationism. Demonstrate an understanding of how nationalism 
developed in countries after World War I, particularly in Germany, Italy, 
and Japan.

Moving from Isolationism to War Analyze the policy of appeasement  and its effects. Describe events 
leading up to World War II.

Americans Mobilize Recognize the contributions of women and minorities in World War II. 
Identify the beliefs Americans were willing to fight for.

European Theatre Describe major battles of World War II in Europe. Analyze mistakes and 
failures resulting in defeat.

Holocaust Describe the Nazi plan to exterminate all "undesirables." Analyze the 
free world's response to the Holocaust.

Pacific Theatre Know key events in the Pacific theatre. Analyze successes and failures 
of both Japan and the United States.

America's Greatest Generation Analyze the impact of "America's Greatest Generation" on the future. 
Describe the impact of World War II on America.

Origins of the Cold War Comprehend the circumstances leading up to the Cold War. Analyze the 
effects of decisions made by both nations.

China and Korea Describe the changing events in Asia, namely the Communist takeover 
of China and the Korean War. Analyze the effect both events had on 
American foreign policy and the Cold War.

Superpowers Compete for Influen Analyze the effect of decolonization on nations. Describe the Suez Crisis 
of 1956. Detail the events leading up to, and including, the introduction 
of the space race.

Cold War Chills Americans Describe the escalation of nuclear weapons between the U.S. and 
Russia. Cite the effect the U-2 spy plane incident had on the Cold War. 
Analyze the Bay of Pigs fiasco and the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Truman Show Describe the events in President Truman's life. Describe events in 
Truman's presidency. Explain the domestic and foreign policies of 
P id t TPresident Truman.

Eisenhower Years Describe the life of President Dwight Eisenhower. Analyze the effects 
McCarthyism had on American thinking. Outline the major events in the 
Eisenhower presidency.

Nifty Fifties Examine innovations in technology, entertainment, music, and the arts. 
Analyze the effects of the Cold War on American culture.
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5 - CHANGE, CONTINUITY, AND CONFLICT

Challenging Segregation Identify the ruling in Brown v. Board of Education . Examine the role of 
civil rights advocates, including Thurgood Marshall. Describe the 
resistance to school desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Civil Rights Movement Trace the development of the civil rights movement, including the 
escalation from nonviolent to more radical protest. Identify significant 
leaders and groups of the civil rights movement. Identify changes in the 
United States that have resulted from the civil rights movement.

Era of Activism Identify the issues that led to the Native American and Asian civil rights 
movements. Identify the issues and goals of the farm labor movement 
and La Raza Unida. Identify how various Supreme Court decisions 
affected society.

Trouble in the White House Identify Watergate and its effect on public opinion. Identify the Nixon, 
Ford, and Carter administration's economic policies. Identify the 
influence of U.S. foreign policy on international events during the Nixon 
through Carter years.

Conservative Revolution Identify President Reagan's economic policies. Identify the Iran-Contra 
Affair. Describe U.S.-Soviet relations during the Reagan years.

Post-Cold War Foreign Policy Identify U.S. foreign policy in the post-Cold War era. Evaluate U.S. 
intervention in the Persian Gulf. Identify the causes of terrorism and its 
influence on recent U.S. policy.

Project: Comparison Matrix Compare and contrast the Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush, and 
Clinton administrations. Complete a comparison matrix.

Global Economy Examine the changes affecting the workforce at the end of the twentieth 
century. Examine the influence of the global economy on the United 
States.

Immigration and Migration Describe the changes in U.S. immigration policy. Identify the major 
issues affecting immigration.

S i l d R li i ChSocial and Religious Changes Id tif th li i h t th d f th t ti th tIdentify the religious changes at the end of the twentieth century. 
Examine the influence of religious groups on political and social issues.

Women's Movement Analyze the goals of the women's movement.
6 - COURSE REVIEW AND EXAM

Review Review vocabulary words. Review main ideas. Prepare for the final 
exam.
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