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BIBLE METHODS AND STRUCTURES

The Bible is the most important book in the
whole world! In the Bible, God speaks to all
people as a most loving Father to His beloved
children. God’s plan and purpose for human
beings are revealed in the Bible. We learn about
God from the deeds and words recorded in the
Bible. Most of all, in the Bible, we meet God as
He is revealed in Jesus Christ.

In this LIFEPAC®, you will study the Bible as
one whole book. You will get an overview of the
entire Bible from beginning to end. This overall
view of the Bible will help you see how all the
books of the Bible fit together into one great,
exciting story. It is a story that covers thousands
of years and many different people. In this story,
the Bible tells us the truth about God and about
man. It also tells us the truth about the God-
Man, Jesus Christ. The Bible is the Word of God
written by man for man. It is the greatest of
books. Hopefully, you will get to know the Bible
very well during your lifetime.

This LIFEPAC will help you become familiar

with the basic methods of the Bible; that is, the
different ways that the Bible communicates
God’s Word to us. For example, some books use
the method of history to communicate to us.
Others use poetry. Still other books use prophecy
to communicate God’s truth to us. In this
LIFEPAC, you will learn more about these
methods.

You will also learn about the basic structure of
the Bible. You will learn about the two great
divisions of the Bible: the Old Testament and the
New Testament. You will have fun learning
about all of the books of the Old Testament and
the twenty-seven books of the New Testament.
You will then be able to find each book of the
Bible quickly and easily. You will have fun
memorizing some important verses of the Bible.

As you study the whole story of the Bible, you
will learn more about God and His great love for
us. You will also understand better how God’s
Word in the Bible can truly be a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path (Psalm 119:105).

“THY WORD IS A LAMP TO MY FEET,
AND A LIGHT TO MY PATH” (PSALM 119:105).




OBJECTIVES

Read the objectives. The objectives tell you what you should be able to do when you have
successfully completed this LIFEPAC.

When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:
1. Tell why the Bible is one book.
2. Explain how the books of the Bible are related to each other.

3. Describe the general content and purpose of the two main Bible sections: the Old Testament
and the New Testament.

4. Name the main sections of the Old Testament.

5. Name the main sections of the New Testament.

6. Give the main purpose of each major section of the Old Testament.
7. Give the main purpose of each major section of the New Testament.
8. Name in correct order all the books of the Old Testament.

9. Name in correct order all the books of the New Testament.

10. Repeat from memory at least ten Bible verses about the Bible as God’s Word.

VOCABULARY

Study these words. Learning the meaning of these words is a good study habit and will
improve your understanding of this LIFEPAC.

ancestor (an” ses” ter). A person from whom another person is descended.

anoint (u noint’). To put oil on a person’s head, showing God’s approval and selection, and to
strengthen the person with God’s Spirit.

apostle (u pos” ul). One who is sent by another; one of the twelve disciples specially chosen by Jesus
to be his followers and future leaders of the church.

ascend (u send”). To go up; rise.
author (0" théer). A person who writes stories or books.
Bible (bi” bul). The Holy Scriptures containing the books of the Old and New Testaments.

captivity (kap tiv' u te). Being taken as prisoners; the Assyrian or Babylonian captivity of the Jews.



character (kar” ik tér). A person in a play, book, or story.

church (chérch). The group or organization of Christians; the Body of Christ made up of Christians;
the building in which Christians meet.

continuous (kun tin” yi us). Unbroken; without a stop.

covenant (kuv’ u nunt). An agreement between two or more persons.
foretold (for told”). Something that was told or predicted beforehand.
fugitive (fyi” ju tiv). A person who is running away.

fulfillment (ful fil” munt). Finish or completion.

Gospel (gos” pul). The “Good News” of Jesus Christ; one of the first four books of the New Testament:
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John.

Hebrew (he” brii). The language of the Jewish people.

inspire (in spir’). To influence or cause to be written.

judge (juj). A person chosen as a leader of the Jewish people in Canaan before there were kings.
justify (us” tu fi). To clear from guilt.

Maccabees (mak” uh bez). Two books that describe the history of Israel about two hundred years
before Christ; named after one of the principal characters, Judas Maccabeus.

manuscript (man” yi skript). A book or letter written by hand; an ancient writing.

miracle (mir” u kul). A wonderful happening that cannot be explained from natural causes.
overview (0" ver vyi). A brief general survey or summarsy.

papyrus (pu pi” rus). Ancient writing material made from the papyrus plant.

parable (par” u bul). A short story used to teach a lesson.

philosopher (fu los” u fér). A person who studies philosophy and who seeks wisdom.

prophet (prof” it). A person who serves as a messenger of God. He speaks or writes the words of God.
redemption (ri demp” shun). Buying back; ransom.

revealed (ri veld”). Made known through divine inspiration.

salvation (sal va” shun). The condition or experience of being saved from harm or destruction; being
saved by believing in Jesus Christ.



scholar (skol” ér). A person who studies and has much knowledge on one or more subjects.
Scriptures (skrip” chérz). The books of the Old and New Testaments; God’s Word.
structure (struk” cher). The way parts are put together; a building.

synoptic Gospels (si nop” tik gos” pulz). The three Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke which are
a lot alike in content and views.

Tabernacle (tab” ér nak” ul). The tent built by God’s people to be used for worship.

Temple (tem” pul). The Jewish building in Jerusalem used for worship and to house the Ark of the
Covenant.

theme (them). Subject; topic.

Torah (tor” uh). The first five books of the Bible, also known as the “Law of Moses.” They are Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

translate (trans” lat). Change from one language to another.
unity (yi” nu te). Belonging together as one.
vellum (vel” um). A fine kind of parchment made from calfskin.

witness (wit” nis). A person able to tell something he has seen or experienced. A person giving
testimony.

Note: All vocabulary words in this LIFEPAC appear in boldface print the first time they are used. If
you are unsure of the meaning when you are reading, study the definitions given.

Pronunciation Key: hat, age, cére, fir; let, équal, term; it, ice; hot, open, érder; oil; out; cup, put, riile;
child; long; thin; /7H/ for then; /zh/ for measure; /u/ represents /a/ in about, /e/ in taken, /i/ in pencil, /o/ in
lemon, and /u/ in circus.



