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God created everything that exists. He put order
into His Creation. All Creation is governed by
God’s authority and the laws that He built into
Creation. For example, the planets orbit around
the sun according to the laws of gravity and
attraction that God established. Our earth

experiences day and night and the four seasons
of the year according to the natural order that
God built into His Creation. The Bible says, “The
day is thine, the night also is thine: thou hast
prepared the light and the sun. Thou hast set all
the borders of the earth: thou hast made summer
and winter” (Psalm 74:16-17).

God has also established His law and authority
for human beings on earth. Created in the image
and likeness of God, people have been given
authority by God. Genesis 1:28 says, “And God
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be
fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”
With love and under obedience to God, men and
women were to rule the earth.

God also established law and authority within
human society. He created the family as the first
place and the center of His plan for law and
authority within human society. God has also
established His authority through civil
government on earth. In this LIFEPAC®, you
will learn more about the law and authority that
God has established for the family and civil
government.

AUTHORITY AND LAW

GOD CREATED ALL THAT EXISTS AND

GOVERNS IT IN LOVE.

OBJECTIVES

Read these objectives. The objectives tell you what you should be able to do when you have
successfully completed this LIFEPAC.

When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

1. Explain why God is the source of all authority and law.

2. Define the term laws of nature.

3. Define the term divine law.

4. Describe Jesus’ attitude toward the authority of His Father and the Scriptures.
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5. Explain how the Holy Spirit helps us to follow God’s law.

6. Know how God delegates authority to parents.

7. List some of the rights and duties of parents and children.

8. Describe some of the effects of obedience to parents and governmental authority.

9. List some of the reasons for the need for government.

10. Describe the way government came into being.

11. List the rights and duties of government and citizens.

OBJECTIVES

Study these new words. Learning the meaning of these words is a good study habit and will
improve your understanding of this LIFEPAC.

administer (ad min´ u ste
.
r). To manage or control things on behalf of others.

ambition (am bish´ un). Strong desire to succeed, to gain fame or honor.

authority (u thôr´ u te-). The power to enforce obedience; the right to command or to act.

atone (u to-n´). To become reconciled in harmony; to make up for lack of payment.

chaos (ka-´ os). A great confusion; complete disorder.

complex (kum pleks´). Made up of a number of parts.

consequences (kon´ su kwens´ uz). Results produced by a cause or necessarily following from a set
of conditions.

covenant (kuv´ u nunt). A formal, solemn, and binding agreement between two or more parties for
the performance of some action.

criminal (krim´ u nul). A person guilty of a crime.

delegate (del´ u ga- t). To give over one´s power to another to speak or act for him.

devout (di vout´). Active in worship and prayer; religious.

eternal (i te
.
rn´ ul). Always was and always will be; having infinite duration; everlasting.
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eternal law (i te
.
rn´ ul law). The eternal plan of God to guide and govern the purpose of His

Creation.

govern  (guv´ e
.
rn). To exercise continuous sovereign authority over.

harmony (här´ mu ne-). Getting along well together.

hereditary (hu red´ u tãr´ e-). Coming from one´s parents.

hibernate (hi´ be
.
r na- t). To spend the winter in sleep or inactive condition.

interventions (in´ te
.
r ven´ shunz). Things which occur, fall, or come between points of time or

events.

isolate (i-´ su la- t). To place or set apart, separate from others.

law (law). Binding custom or practice of a community.

limitation (lim´ u ta- ´ shun). Where something must end or does end, as power, strength, or
knowledge.

mutual (myü´ chü ul). Each to the other; given and received.

parliament (pär´ lu munt). A council or congress that is the highest lawmaking body.

patriarch (pa- ´ tre- ärk). The father and ruler of a clan or tribe.

patriarchal (pa- tre- är´ kul). Under the rule of a patriarch.

progress (prog´ res). An advance; growth; development; improvement.

residential (rez u den´ shul). Having to do with or fitted for homes or residences.

sanitation (san u ta- ´ shun). Keeping the city clean.

seal of approval (se- l´  uv  u prü´ vul). A mark or sign made with a stamp. It means that something
is “approved.”

specifically (spi sif´ u kle-). Particularly; definitely; in a special way.

standard (stan´ de
.
rd). Anything taken as a basis of comparison; model; rule; test.

sulky (sul´ ke-). Silent and bad-humored because of resentment.

trustworthy (trust´ we
.
r the-). Reliable; deserving confidence.

ultimate (ul´ ti mut). Extreme, utmost, maximum.



universe (yü´ nu ve
.
rs). The whole of existing or created things regarded collectively; everything

there is.

virtuous (ve
.
r´ chü us). Good, moral, righteous.

welfare (wel´ fãr). Health, happiness, and prosperity.
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Note: All vocabulary words in this LIFEPAC appear in boldface print the first time they are used. If
you are unsure of the meaning when you are reading, study the definitions given.

Pronunciation Key: hat, a-ge, cãre, fär; let, e-qual, te
.
rm; it, i

-
ce; hot, o-pen, ôrder; oil; out; cup, pu.t, rüle;

child; long; thin; /T-H/ for then; /zh/ for measure; /u/ represents /a/ in about, /e/ in taken, /i/ in pencil, /o/ in
lemon, and /u/ in circus.


