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The Exodus and Wanderings

Introduction
In this LIFEPAC® the history of Israel recorded in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy will be surveyed. Another emphasis will be God’s redemptive plan revealed in Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Learning activities and test items in this LIFEPAC will be related to 
both the assigned Bible readings and the LIFEPAC content.

Objectives
Read these objectives. The objectives tell you what you will be able to do when you have successfully 
completed this LIFEPAC. Each section will list according to the numbers below what objectives will be met in 
that section. When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

1.	 Outline the history of Israel from Egypt to the plains of Moab.

2.	 Discuss some history of Egypt related to the bondage of Israel.

3.	 Relate the facts concerned with Moses’ birth, early life, and call.

4.	 Identify the plagues inflicted by God upon the Egyptians.

5.	 Explain the typical character of the Passover.

6.	 Describe the crossing of the Red Sea.

7.	 Identify significant stops and events of the wilderness wanderings.

8.	 Relate what was seen and heard on and about Sinai.

9.	 Name the five Levitical offerings and identify their antitypes and significances.

10.	 State four ways Christ was portrayed in the priestly consecration of Leviticus.

11.	 Give four reasons why the Day of Atonement was a most significant day on Israel’s calendar.

12.	 List the seven Levitical feasts and suggest their antitypes.

13.	 Identify four blessings added during the Year of Jubilee.

14.	 Describe the organization of the twelve tribes around the Tabernacle.

15.	 Explain the spiritual significance and the consequences of Israel’s decision at Kadesh.

16.	 Outline the content and summarize the purpose of Deuteronomy.

17.	 Trace the revelation of God’s redemptive plan in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
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Survey the LIFEPAC. Ask yourself some questions about this study and write your questions here.
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1. 	EXODUS 
Jacob and his family (about seventy persons according to Genesis 46:27) entered Egypt while 
Joseph was in power. While Joseph lived and the friendly Pharaohs of that period ruled, the Isra-
elites were happy and prosperous in the Land of Goshen. With a change in dynasties, the new 
Egyptian government viewed the influence and increasing numbers of Israelites with alarm and 
jealousy. Consequently, the Israelites began to be subjected and oppressed. At this point in the 
history of Israel, the book of Exodus begins (Exodus 1:7-10).

The subjects of this section are Israel’s bondage in Egypt, their deliverance from bondage, their 
journey to Sinai, and their sojourn at Sinai.

Section Objectives
Review these objectives. When you have completed this section, you should be able to:

1.	 Outline the history of Israel from Egypt to the plains of Moab.

2.	 Discuss some history of Egypt related to the bondage of Israel.

3.	 Relate the facts concerned with Moses’ birth, early life, and call.

4.	 Identify the plagues inflicted by God upon the Egyptians.

5.	 Explain the typical character of the Passover.

6.	 Describe the crossing of the Red Sea.

7.	 Identify significant stops and events of the wilderness wanderings.

8.	 Relate what was seen and heard on and about Sinai.

17.	 Trace the revelation of God’s redemptive plan in Exodus.

Vocabulary
Study these words to enhance your learning success in this section.

	 altar of incense		  Hyksos	 murmuring
	 Ark of the Testimony		  Jehovah	 Passover
	 atonement		  laver	 priesthood
	 brazen altar		  Law	 sabbath
	 candlestick		  Leviticus	 Tabernacle
	 Decalogue		  manna	 table of shewbread
	 Deuteronomy		  mercy seat	 type
	 Dynasty
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BONDAGE IN EGYPT
A study of related Egyptian history indicates 
that the Hyksos kings were expelled around 
1570 B.C. The Hyksos (Hyksos means rulers of 
foreign lands) were Semites who invaded Egypt 
around 1730 B.C. They introduced the horse-
drawn chariot. Their capital city was the delta 
city Avaris (later Rameses). Their expulsion was 
begun by Kamose and completed by Ahmose. 
The Hyksos probably were the Pharaohs 
friendly to Joseph and to Israel. Ahmose, the 
Pharaoh who expelled the Hyksos, presumably 
was the Pharaoh who became skeptical of the 
allegiance of the Hebrews and therefore placed 
them into bondage.

Heavy work assignments only caused the 
Israelites to multiply faster and grow stronger. 
The Egyptians also failed in their effort to 
control the population of Israel by killing their 
newborn sons. The midwives refused to obey 
Pharaoh because they feared God. God’s 
plan and promise was to make of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob a great nation. His plan would 
succeed. From Jacob’s family of seventy that 
entered Egypt, the number of the Israelites now 
approached an estimated two million people—
six hundred thousand men plus women and 
children (Exodus 12:37).

Note: The dates on this time line are only approximate but should indicate some historical sequence of events and people.

Read Exodus 1–11
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	 Complete the following statements.

1.1_ Egyptian history indicates that the Hyksos kings were expelled around ___________________  B.C.

1.2_ The Hyksos were a. ______________________ who invaded Egypt about b. ___________________  B.C.

1.3_ Their expulsion was completed by ______________________________ .

1.4_ The Hyksos were probably the Pharaohs who were friendly to a. ______________________________ 

and to b. _________________________________ .

1.5_ Presumably, the Pharaoh who subjected the Israelites was __________________________________  .

1.6_ According to Exodus 1:8-9, the new Pharaoh feared both the a. _______________________________ 

and the b. __________________________________ of the “children of Israel.”

1.7_ Heavy work assignments by taskmasters only caused the Israelites to a. ______________________ 

and b. __________________________________________ .

1.8_ In their effort to control the population of Israel by having the midwives kill their newborn 

sons, the Egyptians _______________________________________________________ . (failed, succeeded)

1.9_ The midwives ____________________________________ God.

1.10_ God’s plan and promise was to make of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob a ________________________  .

A deliverer born. Moses’ father and mother, 
Amram and Jochebed, were believing parents. 
They were apparently familiar with God’s 
promises and past dealings with His people. 
Jochebed was a descendant of Levi, a significant 
aspect of God’s unfolding plan of redemption. 
Amram and Jochebed had two children at the 
time of Moses’ birth: Miriam, probably ten or 
eleven years old, and Aaron, three years old.

In a desperate effort to control and curtail 
the Hebrew population growth, Pharaoh had 
decreed that every male child born should be 
cast into the river. By faith (Hebrews 11:23), 
Moses’ parents refused to obey the decree 
and hid their newborn son Moses lovingly and 
carefully for three months. When they could 
no longer hide him, they made a little boat 
of bulrushes or papyrus stalks, sealing it with 
bitumen or pitch to protect the baby from the 

water. They put the baby Moses into the ”ark” 
and placed the little ark among the reeds by 
the bank of the river. Moses’ sister stayed near 
the baby.

The faith of Amram and Jochebed was 
rewarded, and the plan of God continued when 
Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the river for 
a bath. Finding the Hebrew baby and hearing 
him cry, Pharaoh’s daughter had compassion 
for him. The child’s sister appeared and offered 
to find a nurse among the Hebrew women. 
With the consent of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
Miriam ran to get the child’s own mother, 
whom Pharaoh’s daughter paid to do what 
she wanted most to do—care for her son. 
Pharaoh’s daughter named him Moses which 
means to draw out of the water, saying (Exodus 
2:10), “...Because I drew him out of the water.”
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Miraculously, God had preserved Moses and 
provided his mother wages from Pharaoh’s 
daughter to care for her own child. In those for-
mative years, Moses not only had his family but 
also had instruction in the ways of the God of 
Israel (see Hebrews 11:24-27). Later he received 
in Pharaoh’s house the best of Egyptian educa-
tion and training. God had promised Abraham 
(Genesis 15:13-16) that He would deliver his 
seed from a foreign land after 400 years (see 
also Acts 7:22). He was preparing Moses to be 
their deliverer. The time was drawing near for 
that deliverance. God had made the wrath of 
man to praise Him. He turned Pharaoh’s wicked 
scheme into the very means of raising up a 

deliverer and preparing a deliverance for His 
people, which Pharaoh had feared.

With access to all the wealth of Pharaoh’s 
kingdom and the pleasures afforded by sin, 
Moses made the most important decision of 
his life (Hebrews 11:24-27): at the age of forty 
(Acts 7:23), he chose to identify himself with 
his people, the people of God, and to follow 
God’s plan for his life. However, he needed 
more experience and growth. Having tried to 
accomplish God’s will in his flesh (Acts 7:23-27) 
and having failed, Moses fled to the land of 
Midian where in the next forty years he learned 
practical lessons that further prepared him to 
become the leader of God’s people in Egypt.
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	 Complete the following statements.

1.11_ The father and mother of Moses respectively were a. _______________ and b. __________________ .

1.12_ Moses’ older sister and brother respectively were a. _________________ and b. _________________ .

1.13_ Moses received his name from ___________________________________________ .

1.14_ Moses’ mother was a descendant of ______________________________________ .

1.15_ The name Moses means ________________________________________________ .

Complete the following activities.

1.16_ Having spent forty years in Egypt training for his future leadership of God’s people, Moses 

spent the next a. ____________________ years continuing that training in b. _____________________ .

1.17 _Hebrews 11:25-26 indicate that Moses chose rather to suffer affliction with God’s people 

than to a. _________________________________________________ , and he esteemed the reproach of 

Christ greater riches than b. _________________________________________________ .

1.18_ Explain how, in the case of Pharaoh and Moses, God made the wrath of man to praise Him. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.19_ What was probably the most important decision of Moses’ life? _______________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.20_ At what age did Moses make his most important decision? ____________________________________
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A deliverer called. In Midian Moses kept the 
flock of Jethro, his father-in-law. Upon arriving 
in Midian, Moses had encountered rude 
shepherds interfering with the daughters of 
Jethro, priest of Midian, as they attempted to 
water their sheep. Moses helped the daughters 
of Jethro. When Jethro heard of Moses’ help, 

he had his daughters call Moses to eat with 
them. Jethro employed the services of Moses 
as keeper of his flock, and gave Moses his 
daughter Zipporah for his wife. Zipporah bore 
Moses two sons: Gershom and Eliezer.

After forty years in Midian as a shepherd (Acts 
7:30), Moses led the flock to the backside of 
the desert and to the mountain of God (Horeb 
or Sinai). As he approached the mountain, 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire 
out of a bush. Seeing a bush burning, but not 
consumed, arrested Moses’ attention. From 
the burning bush, God spoke to Moses (Exodus 
3:4), “…Moses, Moses.” Moses answered ”…
Here am I.” God was calling Moses now to the 
task for which He had been preparing him 
over the preceding eighty years. The teaching-
learning process continued.

In the encounter with God and God’s call to 
service, Moses learned (1) that God was holy 
and must be approached in reverence and 
awe; (2) that the God who spoke to him was 
the God of his father, and of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob (Exodus 3:6); (3) that God had seen 
the affliction of His people and had heard their 
prayers; and (4) that God would deliver His 
people from Egypt and to the Promised Land.

Moses responded to God’s call with four 
excuses, and God had a sufficient answer for 
each one.

The reluctance of Moses kindled the anger of 
God (Exodus 4:14), and God promised Moses 
a helper in his brother Aaron. Moses then 
returned to his father-in-law and requested 
permission to return to his people in Egypt.

MOSES’ EXCUSES EXODUS GOD’S ANSWERS EXODUS
1. Who am I? (3:11) Certainly I will be with thee. (3:12)
2. What shall I say unto them? (3:13) I AM hath sent me unto you. (3:14)
3. They will not believe me. (4:1) What is that in thine hand? (4:2)
4. I am not eloquent. (4:10) I will teach thee what thou shalt say. (4:11-12;14-15)

The Exodus and Wanderings | Unit 3
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	 Complete the following statements.

1.21_ Moses’ father-in-law was a. ________________________________, priest of Midian, and Moses’ wife 

was b. ________________________________ .

1.22_ Moses’ two sons were a. ________________________________ and b. _ ____________________________  .

1.23_ God spoke to Moses from a. _______________________________________________________________  on  

b. ____________________________________________________________________________________________  .

1.24_ God was calling Moses to a task for which He had been preparing him during the preceding 

________________________________ years.

1.25_ The reluctance of Moses kindled the a. ____________________________, and God promised Moses  

b. _______________________________________ in his brother, c. ____________________________________ .

Complete the following activities.

1.26_ List four lessons Moses learned in his encounter with God. 

a. _ _____________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ c. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ d. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write in order Moses’ excuses and God’s answers.

1.27	 Moses		   		  God

	 a.	 ___________________________________________	 b. 	___________________________________________

	 c.	 ___________________________________________	 d. 	___________________________________________

	 e.	 ___________________________________________	 f. 	 ___________________________________________

	 g.	 ___________________________________________	 h. 	___________________________________________

Unit 3 | The Exodus and Wanderings
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The return to Egypt. On Moses’ return to 
Egypt, God talked to him, teaching him what to 
do and say when he arrived in Egypt (Exodus 
4:20-23). Moses was to perform three miracles 
that God had empowered him to perform as 
signs to Israel and to Pharaoh: (1) changing his 
rod to a serpent and back to his rod, (2) making 
his hand leprous and whole again, and (3) 
changing water to blood.

God sent Aaron to meet Moses. Moses told 
Aaron all the words of the Lord who had sent 
him and all the signs that He had commanded 
him (Exodus 4:28). Upon their arrival, Moses 

and Aaron gathered together all the elders of 
Israel and conveyed to them God’s Word and 
showed them God’s signs. The people believed 
Moses and Aaron and worshiped God. In their 
first interview with Pharaoh , Moses and Aaron 
requested him to let the people of Israel go. 
Pharaoh’s response was negative, and he 
ordered the taskmasters to increase the work-
load of the Israelites. In response to Moses’ 
inquiry, God assured Moses that He would 
deliver them from Egypt to Canaan, the land He 
had given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Exodus 
6:1-8).

	 Complete the following statements.

1.28_ The three miracles God gave Moses as signs to Israel and to Pharaoh were  

a.______________________________________________________________________________________________ ,  

b. __________________________________________ , and c. __________________________________________ .

1.29_ God sent _____________________________________ to meet Moses.

1.30_ Pharaoh’s first response to Moses and Aaron was a. _______________________ , and he ordered 

the taskmasters of Israel to b. __________________________ the c. _________________________________	

the Israelites.

1.31_ God assured Moses that He would _____________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

The Exodus and Wanderings | Unit 3
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The plagues of God. From the beginning, 
Pharaoh’s attitude was one of contemptuous 
rejection: “Who is the LORD, that I should obey 
his voice to let Israel go?” he said (Exodus 5:2). 
He reacted by increasing the burdens and 
afflictions of Israel. By way of the plagues, the 
Lord began to show Pharaoh, Egypt, and Israel 
who He was. Some of the plagues apparently 
were directed at the false gods of Egypt to 
show Jehovah’s superior power and provision 
for His people.

The Nile, for example, was considered the 
patron goddess of the Egyptians, but the God 
of the Hebrews revealed His superior power 
by turning its water into blood. One Egyptian 
god was represented by the head of a frog; 
God sent a plague of frogs. An insect was the 
symbol of the sun god Ra; God sent a plague 
of insects. The animals that were objects of the 
fourth plague (the ram, the goat, and the bull) 
were considered sacred by the Egyptians. The 
Egyptians worshiped the god of nature; the God 
of the Hebrews revealed His control of nature 
by way of the dreadful hailstorm. The sun that 
the Egyptians worshiped was turned into dark-
ness by the God of Israel. To both the Egyptians 
and the Israelites, God seemed to be reveal-
ing both His power and the powerlessness of 

Egyptian idols. He alone was God. God’s grace 
toward His people was emphasized by the fact 
that the last seven more severe plagues did 
not occur in Goshen where the Israelites lived 
(Exodus 8:22).

The plagues continued to be the occasion for 
the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. Although he 
sometimes seemed near to submission and on 
four occasions offered compromises (Exodus 
8:25, 28; 10:8-11, 24), Pharaoh continued to be 
the hardened sinner resisting the power of God 
until God’s final word came through His tenth 
plague.

	 Complete the following statements.

1.32_ In Exodus 5:2, Pharaoh asked an agnostic’s question: “ ________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ ?“

1.33_ By way of the plagues, the Lord began to ______________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.34_ To both the Egyptians and the Israelites God seemed to be revealing through the plagues 

both a. _____________________________________ and b. ___________________________________________ .

1.35_ God’s grace toward His people was emphasized by the fact that _______________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ ..
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DELIVERANCE FROM BONDAGE
The time came when God would no longer 
tolerate the obstinate resistance of Pharoah to 
His revealed will. The redemption of His people 
would surely be accomplished. By the Passover 
and in the Red Sea, Pharaoh’s doom was sealed 
and all the Egyptian gods were judged (Exodus 
12:12).

Observing the Passover. The prophetic 
promise of God to Moses in Exodus 6:1 would 
be fulfilled following the final plague upon 
Egypt: death of the firstborn in every home not 
under the blood of the lamb. God had provided 
a means of escape from this most severe 
plague; but to escape, the Israelites had to 
observe carefully and completely God’s plan for 
the Passover. The Passover was a type of God’s 
redemptive plan for lost man (see 1 Corinthians 
5:7).

Faith in the living God was demonstrated by 
fully obeying His commands concerning the 
Passover. A lamb without blemish, a male of 
the first year, was to be slain and its blood put 
on the two side posts and the upper door-
posts of the houses. When the Lord came by at 
midnight, he passed over the homes where the 
blood had been applied. Where the blood had 
not been applied, the Angel of the Lord entered 
and slew the first-born. Death resulted from sin 
and rejection of God’s Word; life resulted from 
faith and obedience to God’s Word.

As God had predicted, Pharaoh called for 
Moses and Aaron and strongly urged them to 
take their families and all that they had out of 
Egypt (Exodus 12:31-32).

Read Exodus 12–14

The Exodus and Wanderings | Unit 3
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	 Complete the following statements.

1.36_ The final plague upon Egypt brought a. __________________________________ to every home 

where the b. _____________________________of the c. _____________________  had not been applied.

1.37_ The Passover was a type of ____________________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.38_ The Israelites avoided God’s final plague on Egypt only by observing carefully and  

completely ____________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.39_ Faith in God was demonstrated by ____________________________________________________________ .

1.40_ Where the blood had not been applied as God had commanded, the _ ________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

Crossing the Red Sea. (Note: The Hebrew 
name for the Red Sea is Yam Suph. This has 
been translated as Red Sea, Reed Sea, or 
Marsh Sea. The King James Version uses Red 
Sea, so that is what will be used here.) Leaving 
Rameses, the children of Israel were led by 
God first to Succoth (Exodus 12:37). To avoid 
fear of the Philistines by the people and the 
temptation to return to Egypt (Exodus 13:17), 
God led them not by the shorter land route of 
the Philistines, but by the longer desert route 
along the Red Sea. Going before them by day in 
a pillar of a cloud and by night in a pillar of fire, 
God led Israel from Succoth to Etham on the 
edge of the wilderness.

In one final encounter with Pharaoh, the Lord 
would confirm to the Egyptians that He was 
God. To provide Pharaoh this last occasion for 
rebellion and hardness of heart, Jehovah led 
His people to “turn back” and encamp by Pi-ha-
hiroth, between Migdol and the sea, before 
(over against) Baal-zephon.

Although Pharaoh had acquiesced under 
pressure from God and had released God’s 
people, he was still a hardened sinner without 
integrity. When the shock of widespread death 
among the Egyptians subsided somewhat and 
Pharaoh counted the cost in his loss of the 

Israelite slaves, his sinful greed and hardness 
of heart caused him to want them back under 
his control. He apparently had soon forgotten 
the many dramatic demonstrations of power 
God had shown him on behalf of Israel and, 
in contrast, the lack of power in Egyptian idols 
and false gods. God would now reward Pha-
raoh’s sin with appropriate wages: death. With 
his army of men and chariots, Pharaoh pursued 
the Israelites, overtaking them as God had 
planned (Exodus 14:1-4) at their camp by the 
sea.

To the fearful Israelites, Moses said (Exodus 
14:13, “…Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of the LORD, which he will show to 
you today: for the Egyptians whom you have 
seen today, ye shall see them again no more 
forever.”

Determination of the actual route by which God 
led His people from this point is not possible; 
however, the important fact is that God did 
lead them. The believer accepts by faith the 
account given in God’s Word.

The presence of God in the cloud moved 
behind the Israelites and in front of the 
pursuing Egyptians, providing light that night 
to Israel but darkness to the Egyptians. God 
did not allow the Egyptians to come near the 
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Israelites. At God’s command, Moses stretched 
out his hand over the sea, and God divided 
the sea for the 2,000,000 Israelites to cross on 
dry land. When the Egyptians saw what had 
occurred, they too went into the midst of the 
sea in pursuit of the Israelites—Pharaoh, his 
chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt 
with horses, horsemen, and army.

Looking upon the Egyptians from the pillar of 
fire and cloud, the Lord confused the Egyptians 
and took off the wheels of their chariots. The 

Egyptians said (Exodus 14:25), “…Let us flee 
from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth 
for them against the Egyptians.” At the Word 
of the Lord, Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and the sea returned again to 
its usual form, covering Pharaoh and all his 
forces. At the hand of the Lord, the Egyptians 
were dead, and Israel was delivered from 
Egyptian bondage. Their deliverance would not 
be complete, however, until they were in the 
Promised Land.

The Exodus and Wanderings | Unit 3

16| Section 1

Great Sea

Red Sea

EGYPT

LAND OF
MIDIAN

SINAI

CA
NA

AN

Ni
le

 R
iv

er

Pithom

Succoth

Rameses

Migdol

Baal-zephon

Zilu

Etham

Elim
Marah

Bitter Lakes

Exodus 13:20; 14:1-2
The route of the Exodus from Egypt to Sinai is 

only approximate.

Mt. Sinai



	 Complete the following statements.

1.41_ God went before the Israelites in a. ________________________________________ by day and in  

b. ________________________________________by night.

1.42_ God led His people not by the shorter land route of the Philistines, but by the longer desert  

route of the _______________________________________ .

1.43_ As an occasion for a final encounter with Pharaoh, God led the Israelites to “turn back” at 

Etham to journey to Pi-hahiroth between ________________________________________  and the sea.

1.44_ Jehovah’s message for the Egyptians at the Red Sea was that _________________________________ .

1.45_ Jehovah’s message for Israel at the Red Sea was _______________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.46_ In the cloud, God moved between the Israelites and the Egyptians providing the Israelites  

a. _________________________________ but the Egyptians b. _______________________________________ .

1.47_ In the sea before their death, the Egyptians acknowledged that _______________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.48_ Although the Israelites’ deliverance from Egyptian bondage was completed at the Red Sea, 

the deliverance God had promised would not be complete until _______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
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JOURNEY TO SINAI
After Israel’s song to the Lord (Exodus 15:1-
21), they were led on through the wilderness 
toward Sinai. On their way to Sinai, they made 
four significant stops: Marah, Elim, Wilderness 
of Sin, and Rephidim.
Marah. After three days of journeying without 
water, the Israelites came wearily to Marah. 
They could not drink the water there because 
it was bitter (Exodus 15:22-23). Their song 
of rejoicing now was turned to words of 
murmuring as their eyes turned again to the 
circumstances. In response to Moses’ prayer, 
the Lord showed him a tree to cast into the 
water, and it made the bitter water sweet. 
Jehovah had a message for them (Exodus 
15:26):

...If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice 
of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which 
is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his 
commandments, and keep all his statues, I 
will put none of these diseases upon thee, 
which I have brought upon the Egyptians: 
for I am the LORD that healeth thee.

Elim. The children of Israel came then to Elim 
where they found an abundance of water and 
palm trees—twelve wells of water and seventy 
palm trees. Surely they were repentant for 
their previous murmuring or complaining and 
grateful for this bountiful supply from the Lord 
their God. They were given another opportunity 
to learn a spiritual lesson.
Wilderness of Sin. Not unlike believers today, 
the Israelites were slow to trust and to learn, 
but quick to doubt and to complain. Moving 
on to the Wilderness of Sin, they encountered 
another problem: they had nothing to eat. With 
failing faith, they murmured against Moses 
and Aaron and wished they might have died in 
Egypt where they had plenty to eat.
In grace and goodness, God responded to 
their murmuring by providing meat (quail) in 
the evening and manna in the morning; small 

round, white wafers that tasted as though 
they were made with honey. How could the 
Israelites remain unthankful and long again for 
Egypt where they were forced to labor hard 
without pay? God gave instructions with the 
daily provision of manna to teach obedience to 
His Word (see Exodus 16:4,16-20).
In the Wilderness of Sin, God also established 
a day of rest, the seventh day (or Sabbath, 
which means to rest; see Exodus 16:23-26). 
God’s lesson in obedience for Israel continued. 
Gradually, the revelation of His plan of 
redemption continued to unfold.
Rephidim. At Rephidim the children of Israel 
faced another problem. They found no water 
to drink. Again, they were slow to learn and 
quick to complain. They had seen the water 
of the Red Sea become the means of their 
salvation. The bitter water at Marah had been 
made sweet, and they had been led by God to 
an abundant supply of water at Elim. Again, 
God lovingly and graciously supplied their 
need (Exodus 17:5-6), inserting another detail 
in the revelation of His redemptive plan (see 1 
Corinthians 10:4).
At Rephidim, the Israelites were engaged 
in battle by the Amalekites, descendants of 
Esau. God used this experience to teach Israel 
another spiritual lesson: the Lord was their 
source of victory. Notice also that God told 
Moses to write in a book His determination to 
destroy utterly the Amalekites (Exodus 17:14; 
see also 1 Samuel 15).
Also at Rephidim, Moses’ father-in-law came 
to meet Moses, bringing to him his wife and 
sons. Jethro acknowledged there that the Lord 
is greater than all gods, and he worshiped 
the Lord with a burnt offering and sacrifices 
(Exodus 18:12). Jethro also gave Moses some 
suggestions for a more efficient plan of 
administration, which Moses accepted and 
implemented. Jethro then went on his way into 
his own land.

Read Exodus 15–18
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SOJOURN AT SINAI
In this LIFEPAC three geographical settings of 
Israel are being considered: in Egypt, to Sinai, 
and at Sinai. In this section the Israelites had 
arrived at Sinai where Jehovah, their deliverer 
(through Moses) from Egypt and their gracious 
leader and sustainer (through Moses and in 
the pillars of cloud and fire) on the way to Sinai, 
was their teacher for the following twelve to 
fourteen months (from Sinai by Moses). The 
subjects of the remainder of Exodus (and this 
section of Bible 1003) are the Law, the Taber-
nacle, and the priesthood. A Holy God called 
unto Himself a sinful people and gave specific 
instructions concerning how to come. The 

setting for the remainder of Exodus, Leviticus, 
and part of Numbers is Sinai.

The Law. The Israelites had camped before 
Mount Sinai just three months after their 
departure from Egypt. This territory was famil-
iar to Moses. He had spent forty years with his 
father-in-law and served as his shepherd in this 
very area. In fact, Moses returned to the very 
mountain upon which He had been called into 
God’s service as deliverer of Israel from Egypt 
to Sinai. He went up unto God (Exodus 19:3), 
and the LORD called unto him out of the moun-
tain, giving him a message for Israel:

	 Complete the following statements.

1.49_ On their way through the wilderness to Sinai, Israel made four significant stops after  

crossing the Red Sea: a. ________________________________ b. _____________________________________ 

c. ___________________________________________ d. _ ______________________________________________ .

1.50_ Israel was engaged in battle at a. __________________________ by the b. __________________________	

 (descendants of Esau), whom God determined to utterly c. ______________________________ ;  

and He commanded Moses to d. ____________________ this decision in a e. _____________________ .

1.51_ The Israelites found bitter a. ___________________________ at b. _______________________  which the 

Lord made c. ___________________________ .

1.52_ In gracious response to the murmuring Israelites in a. ______________________________ God gave 

them b. ______________________________ in the evening and c. ______________________________

_ in the morning with certain instructions to teach d. ___________________________________________ .

1.53_ A day of rest, called the a. _____________________________ , was established with Israel by God in 

b. _________________________________________  .

1.54_ The children of Israel found an abundance of a. __________________________________________  and  

b. ____________________________________ palm trees at c. ________________________________________ .

1.55_ Having found no water at Rephidim, the children of Israel were given water from  

a. __________________________________ (in Horeb), a type of b. ___________________________________ .

Read Exodus 19–40
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I. 
Thou shalt have no 

other gods before me.

II. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any 

graven image.

III. 
Thou shalt not take the name 

of Jehovah thy God in vain.

IV. 
Remember the Sabbath day, 

to keep it holy.

V. 
Honor thy father and thy mother.

| 	The Ten Commandments

Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on, eagles’ wings, and 
brought you unto myself. Now therefore, 
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me above all people: for all 
the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a 
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.

	 Exodus 19:4-6

According to Exodus 19:11,17-19 and Deuter-
onomy 4:32-36, God spoke the Law (the Dec-
alogue) to Israel with an audible voice from 
Sinai. The Law was given to Israel first in outline 
form (Exodus 20:1-17) as the Ten Command-
ments (Decalogue), then in detail from Exodus 
20:23 to the end of Exodus 24. The Law can 
also be divided into moral law (the Ten Com-
mandments) and ceremonial law (the sacrifices 
and ordinances). Together the moral law and 
the ceremonial law form one religious system 
called the Law. The ceremonial law was a provi-
sion of grace by God for the repentant violators 
of His moral law.

The moral law revealed the holiness of God, the 
sinfulness of man, and man’s need of a Savior 
(see Galatians 3:24; Romans 3:19-20). By faith 
(demonstrated through obedience), the sacri-
ficial system of the ceremonial law provided a 
covering (blood) for sin as a type and in antic-
ipation of the blood of Christ at Calvary (see 
Hebrews 10:1-10).

VI. 
Thou shalt not kill.

VII. 
Thou shalt not commit adultery.

VIII. 
Thou shalt not steal.

IX. 
Thou shalt not bear false

witness against thy neighbor.

X. 
Thou shalt not covet.
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	 Complete the following statements.

1.56_ God led Israel from Egypt to a. _____________________________ in b. ______________________________ 

months.

1.57_ For twelve to fourteen months, God was Israel’s ______________________________________________ .

1.58_ Mount Sinai became the setting for the remainder of a. _______________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________ , and part of c. _______________________________________ .

1.59_ The subjects of Exodus chapters 19-40, are a. ________________________________________________ ,  

b. ________________________________________ , and c. _____________________________________________ .

1.60_ God spoke in an audible voice the Ten Commandments to Israel at Sinai. 

(true or false?) __________________________

1.61_ The Law was given first in a. _________________________________ form and then in  

b. _________________________________ form.

1.62_ Two divisions of the religious system called the Law are the a. _________________________________ 

law and the b. _________________________________ Law.

1.63_ A provision of God’s grace for repentant violators of the a. ____________________________________ 

was the b. _________________________________ .

1.64_ The moral law revealed the a. ________________________ of God, the b. _________________________ 

of man, and therefore man’s c. _ ______________________________________________________________ .

1.65_ The sacrificial system of the ceremonial law was a type of ____________________________________ .

The Tabernacle. Since Egypt, God’s presence 
among His people had been in the form of a pil-
lar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night—a 
constant reminder to them of His presence, 
protection, and provision. At Sinai He would 
give instructions concerning a dwelling place, a 
Tabernacle or tent of meeting. The Tabernacle 
also would be a type of the life and ministry of 
Christ (Hebrews 9:1-12). It would provide a place 
where the believing sinner could approach the 
living God, and a place where God could meet 
His people for forgiveness and fellowship.

The Tabernacle consisted of the outer court, 
the Holy Place, and the Most Holy Place (Exodus 
26:33-34), or Holy of Holies. The furniture of the 

outer court was the brazen altar and the laver. 
The furniture of the Holy Place was the table of 
shewbread, the golden candlestick, and the 
altar of incense. The furniture of the Most Holy 
Place was the Ark of the Testimony and upon it 
the mercy seat.

The Tabernacle, then, was God’s dwelling place 
among His people; His presence abode there 
(Exodus 40:34-38). There He met with His peo-
ple, communing with them through the high 
priest (Exodus 25:22). It was also a detailed type 
of Jesus Christ: His person and work, in whom 
God also dwelt among men (John 1:14).

The gate or door to the outer court represented 
Christ, who said in John 10:9 “I am the door: by 
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The priesthood. Closely related to and inserted 
into the revelation of the Tabernacle are God’s 
instructions to Israel concerning the priesthood 
(Exodus 28-29). The subject of chapter 28 is the 
garments of the priests. The content of chapter 
29 pertains to the consecration of the priests.

The details of both chapters 28 and 29 are rich 
in spiritual, typical truth; however, in a survey 
study, interpretation and application must obvi-
ously be much more limited than in other meth-
ods of study.

The high priest, Aaron, typified Christ; and the 
priests, Aaron’s sons, typified Israel first (Exodus 
19:6) and finally the Church (1 Peter 2:9). 
The garments of chapter 28 could represent 
characteristics of Christ, which the people of 
God should experience and demonstrate in 
worship and service. In chapter 29, the washing 
(verse 4), the anointing (verse 7), the sacrificial 
offering (verses 10-18), the consecration (verses 
19-46) all illustrate the believer’s position in and 
relationship to Christ.

me if any man enter in he shall be saved....” In 
the outer court, the brazen altar represented 
Christ, our sacrifice for sin, the laver, our 
cleansing from sin. In the Holy Place, the table 
of shewbread depicted Christ, our food. Jesus 
said in John 6:35, “I am the bread of life....” The 
golden candlestick portrayed Christ, our light. 
Jesus said also in John 8:12, “…I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” The 
altar of incense pictured Christ, our interces-
sor (see Hebrews 7:25). In the Most Holy Place 

was the Ark of the Testimony upon which the 
mercy seat rested. In the Ark was a copy of the 
Law, which represented the righteous standard 
of God. Once a year, the blood of atonement 
was sprinkled upon the mercy seat. In Romans 
3:25, the word translated (KJV) propitiation is the 
same Greek word that is translated mercy seat 
in Hebrews 9:5 (ιλαστηριον). Christ is our mercy 
seat. He offered His blood to God once for all; 
but only repentant, believing sinners are recipi-
ents of that mercy (Hebrews 10:10, 12).
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	 Complete the following statements.

1.66_ The Tabernacle was both a dwelling place for God among His people and a detailed __________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.67_ The Tabernacle provided a place where the believing sinner could approach __________________	

______________________________________________ .

Match the following items.

1.68	 _________ 	 brazen altar

1.69	 _________ 	 laver

1.70	 _________ 	 table of shewbread

1.71	 _________ 	 golden lampstand

1.72	 _________ 	 altar of incense

1.73	 _________ 	 mercy seat

1.74	 _________ 	 Ark of the Testimony

Complete the following statements.

1.75_ Closely related to God’s revelation of the Tabernacle are His instructions to Israel concerning 

the ______________________________________ .

1.76_ The high priest was a type of ______________________________________ .

1.77_ The priests typified both a. _________________________________ (Exodus 19:6)  

and the b. ________________________________________ (1 Peter 2:9).

1.78_ The subject of Exodus 28 is the a. ________________________ of the b. ___________________________ .

1.79_ The content of Exodus 29 illustrates the position of the a. _____________________________ in and 

relationship to b. __________________________________ .

a. 	 intercession

b. 	 righteous standard

c. 	 spritual food

d. 	 sacrifice

e. 	 ceremonial law

f. 	 cleansing

g. 	 spiritual light

h. 	 atonement

 Review the material in this section in preparation for the Self Test. The Self Test will 
check your mastery of this particular section. The items missed on this Self Test will indicate  
specific areas where restudy is needed for mastery.
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SELF TEST 1

Write true or false (each answer, 4 point).

1.01	 _____________ 	 God spoke at Sinai in a voice audible only to Moses.

1.02	 _____________ 	 God led Israel by the shorter land route of the Philistines.

1.03	 _____________ 	 The Israelites avoided God’s final plague on Egypt only by observing carefully 
and completely God’s plan for the Passover.

1.04	 _____________ 	 Moses’ mother was a descendant of Levi.

Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank (each answer, 4 points).

1.05_ According to Egyptian history, the Hyksos kings came to power in Egypt  

about _______________ B.C.
	 a. 	1730	 b. 	 1530	 c. 	 1750	 d. 	 1570

1.06_ The parents of Moses were _______________ .
	 a. 	Aaron and Elisheba			  b. 	 Shiphrah and Puah 

c. 	Revel and Zipporah			  d. 	 Amram and Jochebed

1.07_ Moses made his most important decision at the age of _______________ . 
	 a. 	20	 b. 	 40	 c. 	 60	 d. 	 80

1.08_ Which option is not one of God’s answers to Moses’ excuses? _______________ 
	 a. 	“Certainly I will be with thee.” 

b. 	“I AM hath sent me unto you.” 
c. 	 “What is that in thine hand?” 
d. 	“I will build of thee a great nation.” 
e. 	“I will teach thee what thou shalt say.”

1.09_ In this first encounter with God on Sinai (Horeb), Moses learned all the following lessons 

except _______________ .
	 a. 	that God would by Moses give Israel the Law there later 

b. 	that God would deliver His people from Egypt and to the Promised Land 
c. 	 that God who spoke to him was the God of his father, of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob 
d. 	that God is holy and must be approached with reverence and awe 
e. 	that God had seen the afflictions of His people and had heard their prayers

1.010_ Israel found no water upon their arrival at _______________ .
	 a. 	Marah 	 b. 	 Wilderness of Sin	 c.	 Rephidim	 d. 	 Elim
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Match these items (each answer, 5 points).

1.011	 _________	 Ark of the Testimony

1.012	 _________	 mercy seat

1.013	 _________	 altar of incense

1.014	 _________	 golden lampstand

1.015	 _________	 table of shewbread

1.016	 _________	 laver

1.017	 _________	 brazen altar

Complete these statements (each answer, 5 points).

1.018_ God gave these three miracles to Moses as signs to Israel and to Pharaoh: 

a. __________________________________________________________________________________________  , 

b. ______________________________________________________________________________________  , and 

c. _ _________________________________________________________________________________________  .

1.019_ God assured Moses that He would deliver Israel from a. _ ___________________________________ 

to b. _______________________________________ .

1.020_ The holiness of God, the sinfulness of man, and therefore man’s need of a Savior were 

revealed by the _______________________________________ .

1.021_ The sacrificial system of the _ _____________________________________ (law) was a type of Christ.

1.022_ Jehovah’s message to Egypt at the Red Sea was that ________________________________________ .

a. 	 atonement

b. 	 spiritual light

c. 	 cleansing

d. 	 ceremonial law

e. 	 sacrifice

f. 	 spiritual food

g. 	 righteous standard

h. 	 intercession
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“Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the bur-
dens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out 
arm, and with great judgments: And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye 
shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyp-
tians. And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD.” — Exodus 6:6-8
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