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The Kingdom

Introduction
In this LIFEPAC®, the history of Israel is continued from the end of the period of the judges through the 
reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon. The approximate period of time covered is 1043 to 931 B.C. The Scrip-
tures studied among the Old Testament books of history are 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1–11, and 2 Chronicles 
1–9. Included also in this LIFEPAC is a survey of the books of Hebrew poetry: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesi-
astes, and the Song of Solomon.

Objectives
Read these objectives. The objectives tell you what you will be able to do when you have successfully  
completed this LIFEPAC. When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

1.	 Trace the history of Israel from the end of 
the period of the judges through the ministry 
of Samuel and the reigns of Saul, David, and 
Solomon.

2.	 Discuss the call of God to Samuel in Shiloh.

3.	 Describe the early years of Samuel’s life and 
ministry.

4.	 Identify the threefold ministry of Samuel to 
Israel.

5.	 Relate God’s selection of Saul to be Israel’s king.

6.	 Appraise Saul’s administration.

7.	 Summarize Saul’s persecution of David.

8.	 Reconstruct the end of Saul’s reign.

9.	 Discuss David’s reign as king of Judah.

10.	 Identify David’s first major responsibility as king 
of Israel.

11.	 Indicate why Jerusalem was a suitable capital 
city for Israel.

12.	 Distinguish David’s motive and method of 
restoring the Ark to a central place in the 
worship of Israel.

13.	 Explain why God’s Word relates the sins of His 
people.

14.	 Identify a major turning point in the life and 
family of David—from triumphs to tragedies.

15.	 Discuss Solomon’s rise to the throne as David’s 
successor.

16.	 Identify the source of Solomon’s wisdom.

17.	 Review the construction of Solomon’s Temple.

18.	 Describe Solomon’s glory.

19.	 Explain Solomon’s fall.

20.	 Identify the Old Testament books of poetry.

21.	 State six reasons that support Job’s identity 
with the patriarchal period.

22.	 Relate the argument advanced by Job’s three 
friends and Job’s defense.

23.	 Explain how Elihu took issue with Job and his 
friends.

24.	 Describe Job’s response to the words of the 
Almighty.

25.	 Divide the book of Psalms into the five 
traditional divisions.

26.	 Identify five kinds of parallelism.

Unit 6 | The Kingdom

Introduction |3



Survey the LIFEPAC. Ask yourself some questions about this study and write your questions here.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

27.	 Recognize six types of psalms.

28.	 State the purpose of the book of Proverbs.

29.	 Relate the theme of the book of Proverbs.

30.	 Identify the principal poetic form of Proverbs.

31.	 Identify the Hebrew title of Ecclesiastes.

32.	 Cite internal evidence for Solomon’s authorship 
of Ecclesiastes.

33.	 State two great truths of revelation declared in 
the epilogue of Ecclesiastes.

34.	 State the purpose of The Song of Solomon.

35.	 Suggest an appropriate interpretation of The 
Song of Solomon with two applications of the 
typical interpretation.
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Two aspects of Old Testament history are (1) 
the revelation of the living God to His chosen 
people, Israel, and (2) the response of His 
people to that revelation. The government of 
Israel prior to the establishment of the king-
dom, or the monarchy, was a theocracy; that is, 
God reigned as king in the lives of His people. 
As God had predicted by Moses in Moab, Israel 
wanted a king early in their history in the land 
of Canaan. They wanted to be like other nations 

(Deuteronomy 17:14-20; 1 Samuel 8:4-9). God 
saw their request for a king as a rejection of 
Him, but He granted their request and estab-
lished among them a kingdom—a monarchy

The books of 1 and 2 Samuel were originally 
written as one book. They were first divided 
in the Septuagint, the oldest Greek translation 
of the Hebrew Scriptures. The content of the 
books of Samuel includes the ministry of Sam-
uel, the reign of Saul, and the reign of David.

1. 	THE BOOKS OF SAMUEL

Section Objectives
Review these objectives. When you have completed this section, you should be able to:

1.	 Trace the history of Israel from the end of the period of the judges through the ministry  
of Samuel and the reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon.

2.	 Discuss the call of God to Samuel in Shiloh.

3.	 Describe the early years of Samuel’s life and ministry.

4.	 Identify the threefold ministry of Samuel to Israel.

5.	 Relate God’s selection of Saul to be Israel’s king.

6.	 Appraise Saul’s administration.

7.	 Summarize Saul’s persecution of David.

8.	 Reconstruct the end of Saul’s reign.

9.	 Discuss David’s reign as king of Judah.

10.	 Identify David’s first major responsibility as king of Israel.

11.	 Indicate why Jerusalem was a suitable capital city for Israel.

12.	 Distinguish David’s motive and method of restoring the Ark to a central place in the 
worship of Israel.

13.	 Explain why God’s Word relates the sins of His people.

14.	 Identify a major turning point in the life and family of David—from triumphs to tragedies.

Vocabulary
Study this word to enhance your learning success in this section.

	 theocracy

Unit 6 | The Kingdom
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SAMUEL
During the period of the judges, Israel’s sanc-
tuary worship and service had ceased, their 
priesthood was corrupted, and idolatry was 
widely practiced. The continuing corruption of 
the priesthood was portrayed in the beginning 
of the first book of Samuel by the godlessness 
and wicked deeds of the sons of Eli. During this 
period of deep spiritual decline and disintegra-
tion of the theocracy, God raised up Samuel 
and used him to restore the theocracy and to 
establish the monarchy—the kingdom of Israel.

His birth. Samuel was born in Ramah (short for 
Ramathaim-zophim, 1 Samuel 1:1 and 19) to 
Hannah and Elkanah. In response to the prayer 
of barren Hannah at Shiloh and her promise 
to give the child to the Lord “all the days of his 
life” as a Nazarite (1:11), God gave to Hannah a 

son. She called her son Samuel, which means 
asked of God. Faithful to her promise (and God), 
Hannah brought Samuel to Shiloh as soon as 
he was weaned—old enough to be separated 
from his mother.

His call. God appeared to the young man Sam-
uel at Shiloh and issued to him a special call. 
First, He spoke to Samuel in a voice so clearly 
calling him by name that Samuel thought he 
heard the voice of Eli calling. After the third 
repetition of God’s voice calling Samuel by 
name and Samuel’s response to Eli (thinking 
each time that Eli was the one who called), 
Eli realized the source of Samuel’s call. He 
instructed Samuel to respond to the divine voice 
(3:9): “Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth.” 
God then announced judgment upon Israel 
and upon the house of Eli (3:11-14). God had 
confirmed Samuel’s priestly ministry and called 
him to a prophetic ministry.

His ministry. The early years of Samuel’s life 
and ministry were devoted to priestly duties 
in the Tabernacle as an assistant to Eli. By His 
call to Samuel, God both confirmed his priestly 
ministry and called him to a prophetic ministry. 
Eli recognized the divine origin of Samuel’s call 
and resigned himself to the judgment upon his 
house that God had first pronounced by the 
man of God (2:27-36). Note also the prophetic 
references in 2:32 and 3:11, which probably 
refer to the approaching invasion of the Phi-
listines, who carried away the Ark of the Cov-
enant. Samuel’s first prophetic responsibility, 
then, was to convey to Eli God’s message of 
judgment upon his house and upon Israel; “and 
all Israel from Dan even to Beer-sheba knew 
that Samuel was established to be a prophet of 
the LORD.”

The Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in a 
special way. As a judge, Samuel represented 
Israel’s past history; as a prophet, he repre-
sented a new state of affairs in Israel. Samuel 

Read 1 Samuel 1–7

| 	Samuel and Eli
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was appointed to oversee implementation of 
the kingdom and to regulate the changes that 
would result. One confirmation of a prophet 
was the fulfillment of his predictions. First, 
Samuel’s ministry as a prophet was confirmed 
to Eli by the source and content of his call (3:8 
and 16-18).

Second, his ministry as a prophet was con-
firmed to Eli and to all Israel by the Philistine 
victory over Israel at the battle of Aphek (4:1-
22). The sons of Eli were killed because of their 
wickedness; the Ark of the Covenant was taken 
by the Philistines; and Eli, the high priest and 
judge of Israel for forty years, died (1 Samuel 
4:11, 17-18).

Because of the presence of His Ark in Ashdod, 
Jehovah brought judgment upon the Philistines 
and their god, Dagon, causing the Philistines to 
return the Ark to Israel (you should be famil-
iar with the details of this event recorded in 
6:1-12).

Samuel’s ministry as judge is recorded in chap-
ter 7. He called Israel back to the Lord from 
idolatry (7:3-6). The Lord then delivered Israel 
from the Philistines by the ministry of Samuel 
(7:7-12). Notice also the promise of the Lord by 
the man of God (2:35): “And I will raise me up 
a faithful priest, that shall do according to that 
which is in mine heart and in my mind: and I 
will build him a sure house; and he shall walk 
before mine anointed for ever.” The immediate 
reference here is probably to Samuel, whose 
call came immediately after the warning to Eli. 
Surely Samuel did fit the description God gave 
(2:35) “…a faithful priest, that shall do according 
to that which is in mine heart and in my mind…” 
The history of Samuel’s ministry reveals that he 

filled the gap as priestly mediator between God 
and His people. His anointing of Saul, the first 
king, and David, the king of the everlasting cov-
enant (2 Samuel 7:12-16), were in fulfillment of 
these words (2:35): “…and he shall walk before 
mine anointed for ever…” The last expression, 
“for ever,” suggests a line of faithful priests 
including Samuel and culminating in Christ.

Samuel’s ministry also included the shophetim 
(judgeship, 7:6). He was the last of the judges 
and the first of the prophets, and he had a con-
tinuing priestly ministry (7:5 and 8-9).

| 	Samuel Blesses Saul
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	 Complete the following statements.

1.1_ The books of 1 and 2 Samuel were originally written as _______________________________________ .

1.2_ The books of Samuel were first a. _______________________________________ in the Septuagint, the  

oldest b. _______________________________ translation of the c. ___________________________________	

Scriptures.

1.3_ The content of the books of Samuel includes (in correct order) 

a. _ ____________________________________________________________________________________________ ,  

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________  , and  

c.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.4_ Three marks of Israel’s deep spiritual decline during the years of the judges were 

a. _ ____________________________________________________________________________________________ ,  

b. ________________________________________________________________________________________  , and  

c.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.5_ In the beginning of the first book of Samuel, the continuing corruption of the priesthood was 

demonstrated by _ _____________________________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.6_ God raised up Samuel and used him to restore the a. _________________________________________ 

and to establish the b. ________________________________________________________________________ .

1.7_ Samuel was born in Ramah to a. ________________________ and b. ______________________________ .

1.8_ The name Samuel means “___________________________________________________________________ .”

1.9_ Faithful to her promise when she prayed for a son, Hannah returned Samuel to the Lord 

at _________________________________________________________as soon as he was old enough to be  

separated from her.

1.10_ When he realized the source of Samuel’s call, Eli instructed Samuel to answer: “ _ _____________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ .”

1.11_ By His call to Samuel, God both a. _ _______________________________________________________  and  

b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.12_ Samuel was the last a. _________________________ and the first b. _______________________________ .

The Kingdom | Unit 6
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1.13_ To be sure that the God of Israel was judging them, the Philistines placed the Ark of the 

Covenant on a a. ____________________________ drawn by two b. _________________________________ 

with their c. _______________________________ shut up at home.

1.14_ The Lord delivered Israel from the Philistines by the ministry of _____________________________  .

Answer true or false.

1.15	 _______________ 	 The Ark was taken straight to the border of the land of Israel.

SAUL
In his latter years, Samuel was approached by 
the elders of Israel concerning his successor. 
He had, in error, appointed his sons judges 
over Israel. His sons did not follow their father’s 
example of godliness. They were greedy and 
dishonest; they accepted bribes and perverted 
judgment (8:1-3). The Ammonites were threat-
ening Israel from the east (12:12). Israel wanted 
to be like the nations around them; they 
requested of Samuel a king. Their request was 
premature, and their motivation was wrong.

God had said that Israel would have kings 
(Genesis 17:6, 16; 35:11; Numbers 24:17; 
and Deuteronomy 17:14-20), but He had not 
revealed when He would establish the king-
dom. Israel should have waited on the Lord for 
that revelation. In their request for a king, Israel 
was demonstrating a disintegration of the 
theocracy—a rejection of Jehovah as their King. 
Distressed by this request and feeling person-
ally rejected by his people whom he himself 
had faithfully served, Samuel was assured by 
Jehovah that the rejection Israel was demon-
strating was a rejection of Jehovah, not Samuel. 
Israel’s problem was not political but spiritual.

Selection. In search of his father’s stray don-
keys, Saul came to the city of Ramah where 
Samuel lived. The Lord had told Samuel that 

on the following day the one whom He had 
selected to be king over Israel would be sent to 
Samuel out of the land of Benjamin, and that 
he should anoint Saul to be king over Israel. 
When Saul appeared at Samuel’s house seek-
ing the seer and information concerning his 
father’s donkeys, the Lord spoke to Samuel 
again saying (9:17), “Behold the man whom 
I spake to thee of this same shall reign over 
my people.” Samuel had a feast prepared and 
invited thirty guests (9:22). The following day, 
Samuel informed Saul that God had chosen 
him to be king in Israel; and he anointed Saul 
with oil, because the Lord had anointed him to 
be king (10:1).

As he departed from Samuel’s house in Ramah, 
Saul was given three signs by which, when they 
came to pass, he would know that God was 
with him (10:2-9):

1. 	 He would meet two men by Rachel’s 
sepulchre at Zelzah who would inform 
him about the donkeys and his father.

2. 	 Then he would meet three men in the 
plain of Tabor on their way “up to God 
at Bethel,” one carrying three kids,one 
carrying three loaves of bread, and one 
carrying a bottle of wine; they would 
greet him and give him two loaves of 
bread.

Read 1 Samuel 8–15
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3. 	 Then he would come to the hill of 
God by the garrison of the Philistines 
where he would meet a “company of 
prophets” with musical instruments 
and prophesying; the Spirit of the Lord 
would come mightily upon Saul, and he 
would prophesy.

Saul was instructed by Samuel that when these 
signs came to pass, he should go to Gilgal 
and wait seven days for Samuel to arrive and 
to show him what he should do. Gilgal was 
located between the Jordan River and Jericho; 
it had served as the camp of the people when 
they first crossed the Jordan into Canaan. 
At Gilgal, Israel had experienced revival and 
rededication upon their initial entry into the 
land. Gilgal was one of the holiest places in 
Israel and the center of the population. Samu-
el’s instructions indicated that the royal office 
about to be instituted was responsible to the 
priest-prophetic office. Saul was to go to the 
place of sacrifice, but he was not to offer the 
sacrifice—he was to wait for the priest of God 

to perform the priestly functions, a lesson Saul 
would need to remember.

To announce publicly to Israel God’s choice for 
their king, Samuel summoned all Israel to Miz-
peh, the site of their deliverance from the Phi-
listines by God through Samuel (10:17-27). The 
Lord confirmed to Israel by lot that His choice 
for the king they requested was Saul (Proverbs 
16:33). Two noble qualities were demonstrated 
by Saul at this occasion: humility (10:22) and 
self-control (10:27).

The Lord confirmed his choice of Saul by grant-
ing him a military victory over the Ammonites. 
Nahash, king of the Ammonites, and his army 
surrounded the city of Jabesh- gilead. The men 
of the city asked the Ammonites to make a 
covenant with them by which they would serve 
the Ammonites. The Ammonites agreed, on the 
condition that they would put out the right eyes 
of all the men. The elders of Jabesh appealed 
to the Ammonites for seven days during which 
time they sought help from Israel.

| 	The Deliverance of Jabesh-Gilead
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When Saul heard about the Ammonite threat 
to Jabesh he was plowing in the fields near 
Gibeah. He slew a yoke of oxen, cut them into 
pieces, and sent the pieces throughout the 
land with a warning that the same thing would 
be done to the oxen of any man who did not 
follow Saul and Samuel. From Israel came three 
hundred thousand men; and from Judah came 
thirty thousand. The Ammonites were defeated 
and the Jabesh-gileadites were delivered. Again 

Saul demonstrated noble qualities: wisdom 
from the Lord was used to bring the people of 
Israel together for action (11:6-8), leadership 
and courage were demonstrated by facing 
the Ammonites in battle, mercy was again 
extended to those who had spoken against 
him, and the Lord was given rightful credit for 
their victory over the Ammonites (1 Samuel 
11:11-13).

	 Complete the following activities.

1.16_ Identify three factors that contributed to Israel’s request for a king. 

a. _ _____________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

c.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.17_ List three signs Samuel promised Saul which would confirm that the Lord was with him.

_ a. _ _____________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

c.  ______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Complete the following statements.

1.18_ Israel’s request for a king was a. _______________________________ , and their motivation was 

b. ___________________________________ .

1.19_ In their request for a king, Israel was demonstrating a disintegration of the  

a. ____________________________________ , a rejection of b. _______________________________________ .

1.20_ Distressed by Israel’s request for a king, Samuel was assured by Jehovah that Israel was 

rejecting a. __________________________________ , not b. __________________________________________ .

1.21_ Israel’s problem was a. _______________________________ , not b. ________________________________ .

1.22_ In search of his father’s stray donkeys, Saul came to ___________________________________ , where 

Samuel lived.

1.23_ On the day prior to Saul’s arrival, the Lord had told Samuel that on the following day the  

one He had selected to be king in Israel would be sent to Samuel from the land of

 _ _________________________________ .

1.24_ Samuel anointed Saul with oil, because the Lord had _________________________________________ .

1.25_ To announce publicly to Israel God’s selection of Saul as king, Samuel gathered Israel 

together at ____________________________________ .

1.26_ The Lord confirmed his choice of Saul by granting him a. _____________________________ over the  

b. ______________________________________ .

1.27_ At Mizpeh, Saul demonstrated two noble personal qualities: a. ________________________________ 

and b. ____________________________________ .

1.28_ King Nahash and his Ammonite army surrounded the city of _________________________________ .

1.29_ The condition required by the Ammonites for a covenant with Jabesh was for all the 

men of Jabesh to have their ___________________________________________________________________ .

1.30_ Saul responded to the plight of Jabesh and their plea for help by ______________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.31_ In response to Saul’s action, three hundred thousand men came from a. ______________________ 

and thirty thousand from b. _______________________________ .

1.32_ Saul gave credit for the defeat of the Ammonites to the ______________________________________ .

The Kingdom | Unit 6
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Inauguration. With the victory over the Ammo-
nites and the enthusiastic recognition by Israel 
of Saul as the divinely appointed king, Samuel 
called an assembly at Gilgal; and the people 
made Saul king before the Lord. Review the 
progress of Saul’s installation as king of Israel: 
At Ramah, God informed Samuel of His choice; 
and Samuel anointed Saul. At Mizpeh, the first 
public announcement was made to Israel of 
God’s choice for the king. At Jabesh, God con-
firmed Saul as His choice by giving him a signifi-
cant military victory. At Gilgal, Saul was officially 
installed as king; and this act was sealed by 
a solemn offering before the Lord (11:14-15). 
While still at Gilgal and upon the coronation of 
the king, Samuel addressed the nation, calling 
upon them not to forget that rejecting Jeho-
vah and requesting a king were sins. God had 
extended mercy and blessing in spite of their 
error, and He would continue to bless both 
Israel and the king if they obeyed His voice and 
did not rebel against His commandment. In 
support of his challenge and in confirmation of 
the fact that Israel had sinned against God by 
requesting a king, Samuel announced a storm 
with thunder and rain. Because rain at this 
time of year, during wheat harvest, was most 
unusual, the people recognized it as a sign 
from God; and confessing their sin, they called 
upon Samuel to intercede for them that they 
might not die (12:16-19).

Administration. After two years as king of 
Israel, Saul engaged the Philistines in bat-
tle. Their attack was repelled by the superior 
numbers and armament of the Philistines. Saul 
realized that Israel’s only hope against the Phi-
listines was God. According to Samuel’s instruc-
tions, Saul waited seven days at Gilgal for Sam-
uel to come and offer sacrifices. Impatient on 
the seventh day, Saul reacted under pressure 
and proceeded to offer the sacrifices himself. 
Immediately upon completion of that willful, 
presumptuous act, Samuel arrived. Although 

Samuel summarily informed Saul of his gross 
error and the severe penalty that God would 
impose (13:13-14), Saul gave no indication of 
repentance. From this point in Saul’s admin-
istration as king, spiritual and moral decline 
would accelerate; Saul was serving in the flesh 
(Galatians 6:7-8).

Armed first with faith, Jonathan and his armor-
bearer went to attack the Philistines. God inter-
vened for them and delivered many Philistines 
into their hands. The earth quaked, the Philis-
tines trembled, and they were dispersed before 
the eyes of Saul’s watchmen.

The Lord saved Israel that day (14:23). In pur-
suit of the Philistines, Saul selfishly required 
of Israel a rash vow (14:24; italics added for 
emphasis): “Cursed be the man that eateth any 
food until evening, that I may be avenged on mine 
enemies.” This prohibition was prompted by 
pride and utter disregard for the physical wel-
fare of the men. Unaware of his father’s decree, 
Jonathan ate a little of the abundant supply 
of honey that they found. When Saul discov-
ered that Jonathan had inadvertently violated 
his decree, he would have put his own son to 
death had the people not intervened and res-
cued Jonathan. Saul then returned from follow-
ing the Philistines, and the Philistines returned 
to their own place (14:46).

| 	Samuel presents Saul as the new king
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Rejection. The second major step in Saul’s 
downfall occurred during his war with the Ama-
lekites. Four hundred years earlier, God had 
sentenced the Amalekites to utter destruction 
because of their attack upon Israel in the Sinai 
Peninsula. The time for that destruction had 
arrived. Samuel’s instructions to Saul were to 
go against the Amalekites and to destroy them 
completely—people and possessions (15:1-3). 
Saul’s obedience was incomplete, however, 
because he spared Agag, the king of the Ama-
lekites, and the best of their flocks, herds, and 
goods. On his way back from Amalek, Saul 
erected a memorial to himself at Carmel to 
commemorate his victory (15:12). When Samuel 
came to Saul at Gilgal, Saul greeted him with 
deceptive, hypocritical words (15:13): “Blessed 
be thou of the LORD: I have performed the 
commandment of the LORD.” Samuel replied 
(15:14), “What meaneth then this bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen 
which I hear?” Saul’s response included a series 
of rationalizations:

1.	 They did it (15:15).

2.	 The people spared the best sheep and 
oxen to sacrifice unto the LORD (15:15).

3.	 I have obeyed the Lord and gone the 
way He sent me (15:20).

4.	 I brought Agag the king (15:20).

5.	 The people took the spoil, sheep, and 
oxen to sacrifice unto the LORD at 
Gilgal (15:21).

Samuel resolutely replied (15:22-23):

Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of  
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity 
and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the 
word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee 
from being king.

An insincere confession by Saul followed Samu-
el’s classic statement. Saul continued to blame 
the people for his own wretched sin (15:24). 
Samuel then fulfilled the word of the Lord 
regarding the Amalekites and slew Agag “before 
the LORD in Gilgal” (15:33).

The word of the Lord came again to Samuel 
concerning His rejection of Saul and selection 
of a successor to the throne of Israel. The Lord 
sent Samuel with oil to Jesse, the Bethlehemite, 
to anoint the son of Jesse whom He would indi-
cate to Samuel. The son selected by the Lord 
was David. Samuel anointed him with oil, and 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him from that 
day forward (16:13).
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	 Match the following items.

1.33	 _________ 	 Gilgal

1.34	 _________ 	 Mizpeh

1.35	 _________ 	 Ramah

1.36	 _________ 	 Jabesh

Complete the following statements.

1.37_ At an unusual time of the year for the phenomenon, Samuel announced a  

a. __________________________ with b . _________________________ and c. ___________________________	

as a sign from God confirming the fact of Israel’s d. ____________________________ in requesting a  

e. ____________________________ .

1.38_ Saul demonstrated impatience at Gilgal and, under pressure, committed a willful, 

presumptuous act of sin by proceeding to a. _ __________________________  instead of waiting for  

b. ______________________________ .

1.39_ Although Samuel clearly informed Saul about the seriousness of his error (1.38) and the 

severe punishment God would impose, Saul gave no indication of _ __________________________ .

1.40_ The second major step in Saul’s downfall occurred during his war with the ____________________ 

____________________________________________ .

1.41_ Saul’s obedience concerning the Amalekites was incomplete because _________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.42_ On his way back from Amalek, Saul remained at Carmel long enough to a. ____________________

_ __________________________________ to b. ________________________________________________________ .

1.43_ Saul’s words to Samuel at Gilgal, “Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the 

commandment of the LORD,” could well be described as _____________________________________ .

1.44_ Saul’s confession to Samuel, “I have sinned,” following Samuel’s classic statement, “to obey is 

better than sacrifice,” was really a. ___________________________________ because he continued 

to b. ___________________________________ .

1.45_ Upon Saul’s rejection, the Lord sent Samuel with oil to a. ______________________________________ 

to anoint b. ____________________________________ as Saul’s successor.

a. 	 God revealed his choice of Saul to 
Samuel

b. 	 Saul was officially installed as king
c. 	 Saul prophesied with a company of 

prophets
d. 	 God confirmed Saul His choice by a 

military victory
e. 	 Samuel publicly announced Saul as 

God’s choice to be king
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At this point in your study of the books of Sam-
uel, the content of 1 Samuel begins to focus 
upon David. For example, David was anointed by 
Samuel, he killed Goliath, and he fled from Saul 
into exile. The remaining chapters of 1 Samuel, 
however, will be outlined and studied as sub-
divisions under Saul—his persecution of David 
and the conclusion of his reign. The entire book 
of 2 Samuel as well as 1 Chronicles 10–29 will be 
assigned to David in the outline of this LIFEPAC.

Persecution. A principle expressed in the New 
Testament by one who had surely experienced 
the depth of its meaning is found in Paul’s letter 
to Timothy (2 Timothy 3:12): “Yea, and all that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu-
tion.” Was Paul suggesting that a life of godliness 
inevitably elicits persecution? In his relationship 
to Saul, David demonstrated godliness but also 
experienced persecution.

Having been secretly anointed by Samuel as 
Saul’s successor (16:1-13), David’s first experi-
ence in the king’s court was to minister to Saul 
with music (16:17-23). The Spirit of the Lord had 
departed from Saul and he was troubled by 
an evil spirit (16:14), so a skillful musician was 
sought to play the harp before Saul. David was 
recommended to Saul, and Saul asked Jesse to 
send his son David to the king. David ministered 
to Saul with music, and Saul loved David and 
made him his armorbearer.

Later, Saul went to war against the Philistines. 
David’s older brothers accompanied Saul to 
war, but David returned to shepherd his father’s 
sheep. On an errand to take food from his father 
to his brothers who were with Saul, David wit-
nessed the challenge issued to the army of Israel 
by the Philistine giant Goliath. The challenge 
brought great fear among the men of Israel. 
Curious, but fearless and with great faith, David 
inquired (17:26), “Who is this uncircumcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the 
living God?” Having persuaded Saul to permit 

him to face Goliath, David went to face Goliath 
in the name of the LORD of hosts with only 
his sling, five smooth stones, and faith in God 
(17:45). Israel defeated the Philistines, forcing 
their return to Ekron. From that day, Saul kept 
David in his service.

Because of David’s continuing success against 
the Philistines and his resulting popularity in 
Israel, Saul became exceedingly jealous and 
fearful of David and began to persecute him and 
to make attempts on his life (18:8-11).

Saul promised David his daughter Merab in 
marriage in return for David’s service in his 
army, hoping that the Philistines would kill David 
(18:17). When Merab should have been given to 
David, she was given to another (18:19). When 
Saul dreamed that his daughter Michal loved 
David, he sought to use Michal as a snare. In 
return for his daughter, Saul asked David to kill 
one hundred Philistines, hoping instead that 
David would be killed by the Philistines. David 
wanted to become the king’s son -in-law, and he 

| 	David Playing the Harp Before King Saul

Read 1 Samuel 16–31
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went out and slew two hundred Philistines. Saul 
gave David his daughter Michal for his wife.

Saul recognized that the Lord was with David 
(18:28), but he continued his persecution and 
pursuit. Saul asked all his servants and his son 
Jonathan to kill David; but Jonathan was David’s 
close friend, and he persuaded his father to 
spare David’s life and to reinstate him in the 
king’s court and service. Soon, Saul tried again 
to kill David; but David escaped out of his hand 
(19:10). Although David had resumed his posi-
tion in Saul’s court because of the intercession 
of his friend Jonathan, his position was still 
insecure before a jealous Saul. Having slain the 
Philistines with “great slaughter” (19:8), David 
continued to be the object of Saul’s jealousy and 
rage. Having failed in another attempt on David’s 
life, Saul sent men to David’s house to kill him; 
but Michal helped David escape. David came to 
Samuel in Ramath; and they went and dwelled at 
Naioth in Ramah; (19:18), where the Holy Spirit 
gave protection from Saul (19:20-24).

David returned secretly to inquire of Jonathan 
Saul’s reason for trying to kill him. When Jona-
than asked Saul what David had done to deserve 
death (20:32), Saul threatened him with a javelin; 
therefore, Jonathan knew that Saul was deter-
mined to kill David. Jonathan confirmed to David 
the evil intent of his father toward David. With 
deep sorrow, Jonathan and David parted—David 
went on his way and Jonathan returned to the 
city.

David fled to Nob and to the high priest Ahimel-
ech. From there he journeyed to Gath and to 
Achish, king of the Philistines. When recognized 
by Achish, David feigned madness and escaped, 
becoming a fugitive in Judah and in Moab.

When Saul heard that Ahimelech the priest had 
“enquired of the LORD” for David, and had given 
him food and the sword of Goliath (22:10), he 
had Ahimelech and all of his sons slain, except 
Abiathar who escaped to David.

Keilah, a city in Judah, was under attack by the 
Philistines. Their threshing floors were being 
robbed. Assured by the Lord of victory, David 
led his men against the Philistines and delivered 
the inhabitants of Keilah. When Saul heard of 
David’s location, he sought him there to kill him; 
but the Lord continued to protect and to deliver 
David from his enemy. David spared Saul’s life 
when he could have killed him. He respected 
Saul as “the LORD’s anointed” (24:10).

Conclusion. Again the Philistines gathered for 
battle against Israel. Saul attempted to inquire 
of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him 
(28:6). Having murdered the priests, and receiv-
ing no response from the Lord by His prophets 
(28:6), Saul turned to witchcraft (28:7-25). At 
Jezreel, Israel was defeated by the Philistines 
and retreated, leaving behind their dead and 
wounded including Saul and Jonathan. The Phi-
listines fastened Saul’s body to the walls of Beth-
shan. The people of Jabesh-gilead, whom Saul as 
the new king had delivered from the Ammonites, 
came at night, took Saul’s body, and buried it in 
their own city across the Jordan in Gilead.

| 	The Death of King Saul
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	 Write the letter of the correct answer on each blank.

1.46_ In his relationship to Saul, David demonstrated godliness but also experienced ____________ .
	 a. 	protection	 b. 	persecution	 c. 	promises

1.47_ David’s first experience in the king’s court was to minister to Saul ____________ .
	 a. 	as his armorbearer 

b. 	as captain of his army  
c.	 by means of music

1.48_ David witnessed the challenge of the Philistine giant Goliath ____________ .
	 a.	 while on an errand for his father 

b. 	while on a mission for Saul 
c. 	by accident as he tended his father’s sheep

1.49_ Hoping that the Philistines would kill David, Saul promised David his daughter Merab in 

marriage if ____________ .
	 a. 	he killed one hundred Philistines  

b. 	he served in Saul’s army 
c. 	he killed two hundred Philistines

Answer true or false.

1.50	 _______________ 	 Wearing Saul’s armor, David slew Goliath.

1.51	 _______________ 	 Because of his success against the Philistines and his resulting popularity in 
Israel, David was loved by Saul and promoted to a position of leadership in 
his army.

1.52	 _______________ 	 Saul recognized that the Lord was with David and ordered all his servants 
and his son Jonathan to follow David’s leadership.

1.53	 _______________ 	 David was assured by the Lord of victory over the Philistines at Keilah. 

1.54	 _______________ 	 When Saul received no response from the Lord, he turned to witchcraft. 

1.55	 _______________ 	 Saul was buried in Jabesh-gilead.

1.56	 _______________ 	 Saul killed the priest Ahimelech and all of his sons. 

1.57	 _______________ 	 The Philistines robbed the threshing floors of Keilah.

1.58	 _______________ 	 David was anointed secretly by Samuel as Saul’s successor.

1.59	 _______________ 	 In contrast to the fearful men of Israel in the face of the threatening  
Philistines, David was fearless and had great faith.

1.60	 _______________ 	 Threatened by the javelin of his own father, Jonathan was finally convinced 
that Saul meant to slay David.
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DAVID
The book of 2 Samuel is concerned chiefly with 
the life and reign of David. A knowledge of the 
history of David is necessary to understand 
the revelation of God’s redemptive plan and to 
appreciate the inspirational and instructional 
values of the Psalms. 2 Samuel is a continua-
tion of 1 Samuel (2 Samuel 1:1).

Upon receiving the news of Saul and Jonathan’s 
death, David broke into a lamentation that 
expressed his deep love and respect for both 
Saul and Jonathan (1:19-27).

King of Judah. At God’s direction, David went 
to Hebron, the chief city of Judah; and the men 
of Judah (the elders of Judah) publicly installed 
David as king of Judah, recognizing publicly 
what God had done privately through Samuel 
(1 Samuel 16:13).

Abner elevated Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, 
to the throne of Israel (2:8-3:6) and began a 

conflict with David to bring Judah under Ish-
bosheths control. Although David did not 
desire war against Ishbosheth, he was forced 
into conflict by Abner. David’s forces were led 
by Joab. In a short time, Abner and his men 
were forced to retreat. From this point on, 
David became stronger while the house of Saul 
became weaker. David reigned from Hebron 
for seven years. Abner offered to deliver Israel 
to David in return for an alliance. David would 
agree to a league with Abner only upon the 
return of his wife Michal, Saul’s daughter. When 
Abner returned Michal to David, the agreement 
was consummated. Upon his return from war, 
Joab learned about David’s league with Abner. 
In response to the deceit and feigned friend-
ship of Joab, Abner returned to Hebron and 
was slain by Joab. With Abner dead, Ishbosheth 
was assassinated. The elders of Israel came 
to Hebron and made David king over Israel (2 
Samuel 5:1-3; 1 Chronicles 11:3).

Read 2 Samuel 1–24 and
1 Chronicles 10–29

	 Complete the following statements.

1.61_ The men of Judah publicly installed David king of Judah at _______________________________ .

1.62_ Ishbosheth, son of Saul, was elevated to king of Israel by _______________________________ .

1.63_ David’s forces were led by _______________________________ .

1.64_ David refused an offer of an alliance with a. ______________________________ until  

b. ______________________________ , his wife, was returned.

1.65_ Abner was slain in Hebron by _______________________________ .

1.66_ With both Abner and Ishbosheth dead, the elders of Israel came to a. _________________________ 

and made b. ___________________________ king of Israel.
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King of Israel. David’s first major responsibility 
as king of Israel was determining a suitable city 
in which to locate the capital. Hebron was an 
appropriate place for the king of the tribe of 
Judah and for David’s coronation. Hebron was 
one of Canaan’s oldest cities. Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob had lived, worshiped, and were bur-
ied there. However, Hebron was too distinctly 
identified with the southern tribe and would 
be resented by the northern tribes. A city more 
centrally located and more neutrally identified 
was needed. Such a city existed—Jerusalem; 
but Jerusalem was an enemy stronghold that 
had never been taken by Israel. Occupied by 
the Jebusites, Jerusalem was an impregnable 
fortress on an exclusive hill.

Like Hebron, the history of Jerusalem goes back 
to Abraham. The first reference to Jerusalem 
is found in the account of Abraham’s encoun-
ter with Melchizedek, king of Salem (Genesis 
14:17-24) and “priest of the most high God.” 
The implication of these words is that a wit-
ness to the living God was in Jerusalem before 

the nation Israel was founded—in Abraham’s 
day. Many believe, and tradition unanimously 
asserts, that one of the three hills of the Jeru-
salem area, Mt. Moriah, was the place of Abra-
ham’s offering of Isaac and the exact spot on 
which Solomon had built the Temple centuries 
later.

The ancient city of the Jebusites was situated 
on a steep hill surrounded on the east, south, 
and west by nearly perpendicular valleys. In 
addition, it was well fortified by massive walls. 
The city’s water supply came from an under-
ground spring by way of a tunnel to the city. 
David promised a position of honor in his court 
to any of his men who could enter the city by 
way of the tunnel (2 Samuel 5:8). Joab was the 
first to enter and became chief of David’s army 
(1 Chronicles 11:6); Jerusalem was then occu-
pied by David and his men. It became the capi-
tal city of Israel, the city of David, and the city of 
God—the center of worship.

David, the new king of Israel, posed a threat to 
the Philistines and their claim to the land. They 

Philistines Armies

David’s Armies

Gezer

Valley of Elah

Beth-lehem

Valley of
Rapham

Jebus
(Jerusalem)

Beth-shemesh

Gittaim

Azekah

Aijalon

Gibeon

Hebron

Gibeah

Upper Beth-horon
Lower Beth-horon

David’s Wars Against The Philistines| 	David’s Wars Against the Philistines
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	 Complete the following statements.

1.67_ David’s first major responsibility as king of Israel was __________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.68_ When David became king of Israel, Jerusalem was an a. _ ______________________________________ 

that had b. ___________________________________________ by Israel.

1.69_ Like Hebron, the history of Jerusalem goes back to ___________________________________________ .

1.70_ Jerusalem’s water supply came by way of a ___________________________________________________ .

1.71_ David promised a position of honor in his court to any of his men who would enter 

a. ______________________________________ by way of the b. ______________________________________ .

1.72_ David’s victory over the Philistine army in the valley of Rephaim was a result of his 

a. _________________________________ from the Lord and his b. ___________________________________

_ the direction of the Lord in the c. ___________________________________ .

1.73_ Desiring to restore worship in Israel, David took steps to return the a. ________________________

_ ____________________________ from b. ___________________________________________________________ .

1.74_ The Ark remained at the house of Obed-edom for ____________________________________ months.

marched against David to the outskirts of Jeru-
salem, spreading themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim (2 Samuel 5:22). Assured by the Lord 
that He would smite the hosts of the Philistines, 
and directed by the Lord in the attack, David led 
Israel to victory over the Philistines (5:25).

Desiring to restore worship in Israel, David took 
steps to return the Ark from Kirjath-jearim His 
motive was right, but his method was wrong. 
The Ark should have been brought back to a 
central place in the worship of Israel; but it 
should have been carried by the Levites (Exo-
dus 25:14-15; Numbers 4:5-15), not transported 
upon a cart (2 Samuel 6:3-7).

During the process of illegal transportation, 
the Ark began to slip off the cart. Uzzah, son of 
Abinadab, touched the Ark to keep it from fall-
ing, an act forbidden by God and for which God 
judged him by death. David was fearful to con-
tinue on to Jerusalem with the Ark; therefore, it 

remained at the house of Obed-edom for three 
months (6:11), bringing blessing to the house of 
Obed-edom. After three months, David prop-
erly removed the Ark, insuring it was borne 
by priests to Jerusalem. Although David would 
have built a house for the Ark, God, by Nathan, 
instructed him not to build the house because 
his function was warfare.

Nathan informed David that the Lord would 
build David a “house” (7:11)—He would confirm 
the royal authority for his house and family 
forever—a promise fulfilled in Christ (Luke 1:32-
33). God would remain in a tent until Israel’s 
wanderings and warfare were ended. David 
would establish his kingdom by war. His son, 
reigning in the peace God wrought by David, 
would then build the house of God. A summary 
of David’s military victories is given (2 Samuel 
chapter 8) to show how David, the man of war, 
was accomplishing victory and preparing the 
way for the peace God had promised.
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God is holy in character and righteous in con-
duct. He is true in His being and faithful in His 
dealings. His Word is truth. As truth, His Word 
does not avoid reporting the sins of His people. 
In his dishonest nature, man, even under the 
pretense of godliness or holiness, sometimes 
avoids acknowledgement of sin. God seems 
to report the sins of His people and His conse-
quent judgment as an example to us (1 Corin-
thians 10:1-12). In 2 Samuel chapters 11 and 12, 
God’s Word reports the terrible sin of murder 
and adultery committed by David, God’s con-
victing message delivered by Nathan, to David 
and David’s repentance (Psalm 51). Notice that 
the child born as a result of David’s sin died in 
spite of David’s prayer on behalf of the child; 
but where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound. God gave to David and Bath-sheba 
a son, Solomon, who would reign as David’s 
successor to God’s everlasting covenant and 
“house,” or throne. Note also, however, the 
words of Nathan (2 Samuel 12:10-12).

Now therefore the sword shall never depart 
from thine house; because thou hast 
despised me, and hast taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith 
the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against 
thee out of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and give them 
unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy 
wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst 
it secretly: but I will do this thing before all 
Israel, and before the sun.

From this point, David and his family experi-
enced tragedy after tragedy. Tamar, the half 
sister of Amnon, was forced by Amnon into 
incest. After two years, Absalom, Tamar’s full 
brother, killed Amnon. Absalom fled to Geshim, 
and David refused to allow him to return for 
three years and refused to see him for two 
more years. Joab was finally successful in his 
attempts to mediate between David and Absa-
lom (2 Samuel 14:33).

1.75_ David wanted to build a house for the Lord and the Ark, but the Lord instructed him by 

Nathan not to build the house because ________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.76_ Nathan informed David (2 Samuel 7:11) that the Lord would build David a “house”; 

that is, He would a. ______________________________________ , a promise b. ______________________

___________________________________________ (Luke 1 :32-33).

1.77_ A house for the Lord would be built by David’s ________________________________________________ .

Explain the following statement (refer to 1.73).

1.78_ “David’s motive was right, but his method was wrong.” _________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Absalom’s restoration was soon followed by 
his revolt. He won enough of David’s people 
to himself to lead a rebellion and to declare 
himself king of Hebron (15:1-13). Leaving his 
own palace and city behind for Absalom, David 
and his faithful followers fled Jerusalem. David 
left behind some wise counselors and priests 
to mislead Absalom: two priests, Abiathar and 
Zadok; their two sons; and Hushai the Archite, 
David’s friend, whose counsel was used to con-
fuse the counsel of Ahithophel to Absalom and 
ultimately to bring Absalom to defeat.

Responding to the counsel of Hushai designed 
for his defeat and rejecting the counsel of 
Ahithophel, Absalom delayed his attack upon 
David. When he did attack, David’s men were 
victorious and Absalom was slain by Joab. 
Forgiving all others, David rejected Joab for 
his slaying of Absalom; and Amasa, Absalom’s 
military leader, was appointed to replace Joab. 
Amasa was slain by Joab on their way to con-
tain a northern rebellion. When that rebellion 

was contained, David was again king over all 
Israel.

The last four chapters of 2 Samuel give various 
aspects of David’s life and character as king:

1.	 Three years of famine for Saul’s crime 
against the Gibeonites and the atone-
ment (21:1-14)

2.	 Heroic deeds by four of David’s men in 
the Philistine wars (21:15-22)

3.	 David’s story of praise (22)

4.	 David’s last words (23:1-7)

5.	 David’s heroes (23:8-39)

6.	 The numbering of the people and the 
plague (24)

These chapters form a fitting conclusion to the 
reign of David. They are not chronologically 
connected, but they present lofty events from 
David’s later life, appended as an appropriate 
conclusion.

	 Complete the following statements.

1.79_ As God’s revelation of truth, His Word does not avoid reporting the ___________________________ 

of His people.

1.80_ In 1 Corinthians 10:1-12, the Bible suggests that the a. _ ____________________________________  of 

God’s people are reported as b. ______________________________________ to be avoided.

1.81_ Four events in the life and family of David that illustrate God’s word to David by Nathan the 

prophet in 2 Samuel 12:10-12 were:

_ a. _ ____________________________________________________________________________________________ ,  

b. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ , 

c.  ________________________________________________________________________________________  , and 

d. _____________________________________________________________________________________________ .

	 Review the material in this section in preparation for the Self Test. The Self Test will 
check your mastery of this particular section. The items missed on this Self Test will indicate  
specific areas where restudy is needed for mastery.
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SELF TEST 1

On the blanks, write the letters for the correct answers (each answer, 4 points).

1.01_ The following item is not a major division of the books of Samuel: _____________ .
	 a. 	The ministry of Samuel		 b. 	 The reign of Saul 

c. 	The reign of David			   d. 	 The rebellion of Absalom

1.02_ All of the following items were marks of Israel’s deep spiritual decline during the years of 
the judges except _____________ .

	 a. 	the cessation of sanctuary worship and service  
b. 	the corruption of the priesthood 
c. 	 the confirmation of Samuel’s ministry as a prophet  
d. 	the widespread practices of idolatry

1.03_ By his call to Samuel, God _____________ . 
	 a.	 confirmed his priestly ministry 

b.	 called him to a prophetic ministry  
c.	 both a and b

1.04_ All of the following items identify factors that contributed to Israel’s request for a king 
except _____________

	 a. 	Samuel’s sons, whom he had in error appointed as judges over Israel, were greedy and 
	 dishonest; and they accepted bribes and perverted judgment. 
b. 	The Ammonites were threatening Israel from the east. 
c.	 Israel wanted to be like other nations around them who had kings.  
d.	 The Philistines had captured and were holding the Ark of God.

1.05_ To publicly announce to Israel God’s selection of Saul as king, Samuel gathered Israel 
together at _____________ .

	 a.	 Mizpeh	 b.	 Shiloh	 c.	 Gilgal	 d.	 Ramah

Answer true or false (each answer, 4 points).

1.06	 _____________ 	 The Lord confirmed His choice of Saul by granting him a military victory over 
the Ammonites.

1.07	 _____________ 	 The second major step in Saul’s downfall occurred during his war with the 
Amalekites.

1.08	 _____________ 	 Saul’s words to Samuel at Gilgal, “Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have 
performed the commandment of the LORD,” could well be considered 
hypocritical.
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1.09	 _____________ 	 Saul’s confession to Samuel, “I have sinned,” following Samuel’s classic state-
ment, “to obey is better than sacrifice,” was really sincere.

1.010	 _____________ 	 In his relationship to Saul, David demonstrated godliness but also experi-
enced persecution.

Complete the following statements (each answer, 4 points).

1.011_ David’s first experience in King Saul’s court was to minister to the king by means of 

______________________________ .

1.012_ David witnessed the challenge of the Philistine a. ___________________________________________ 

while on b. _________________________________ for c. __________________________________________ .

1.013_ Hoping that the Philistines would kill David, Saul promised David his daughter 

a. ________________________________________ in marriage if b. ___________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ .

1.014_ When Saul received no response from the Lord, he turned to _____________________________  .

1.015_ The men of Judah publicly installed David as king at ________________________________________ .

1.016_ David’s first major responsibility as king of Israel was the a. _________________________________

in a(n) b. ___________________________________ .

Answer the following questions (each question, 5 points).

1.017_ What is the meaning of the following statement with reference to the return of the Ark 

to a central place in the worship of Israel: “David’s motive was right, but his method was 

wrong”?______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

1.018_ In the beginning of the first book of Samuel, how was the continuing corruption of the 

priesthood demonstrated? __________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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1.019_ What were the three ministries performed (three offices held) by Samuel? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

1.020_ Why wwas Israel’s request for a king premature and its motive wrong?______________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

SCORE TEACHER
initials date

80
100

“I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.”  
 	 — Psalm 32:8
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