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The Remaining Kingdom

Introduction

The kingdom of Judah survived the kingdom of Israel for approximately one hundred thirty-seven years,
continuing with the reign of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18 and 2 Chronicles 29) and concluding with the reign of
Zedekiah (2 Kings 25 and 2 Chronicles 36) and the Babylonian captivity.

A survey of the history of Judah from Hezekiah to the Babylonian captivity is included in this LIFEPAC. The
kings of this period in Jerusalem were Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin,
and Zedekiah. The prophets of the period were Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, and Jeremiah.

Objectives

Read these objectives. The objectives tell you what you will be able to do when you have successfully
completed this LIFEPAC®. When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

1. Trace the history of Judah from the captivity of Israel by Assyria to the captivity of Judah by Babylonia.

2. Identify the reason for the Assyrian captivity of Israel.

3. Locate in the Bible three accounts of Hezekiah's reign of Judah.

4. Write the biblical description of Hezekiah.

5. Discuss the revival and reform that occurred during Hezekiah's reign.

6. Discuss the oppression of Judah by the Assyrians and Judah's deliverance.
7. Appraise Hezekiah's sickness and recovery.

8. Describe the reign of Manasseh in Judah.

9. Summarize the reign of Amon in Judah.

10. Discuss the reign of Josiah in Judah.

11. Describe the reforms of Josiah.

12. Discuss the reigns of the last four kings of Judah preceding the Babylonian captivity: Jehoahaz,

Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah.

13. State the condition God required of the dynasty of David for a continuous reign of David's children’s
children.

14. Identify the reason for the Babylonian captivity of Judah.

15. Discuss the life and ministry of six prophets in Judah: Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, and
Jeremiah.
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Survey the LIFEPAC. Ask yourself some questions about this study and write your questions here.
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1. HEZEKIAH

In the third year of Hoshea's reign in Samaria,
Hezekiah succeeded his father Ahaz to the
throne in Jerusalem. In the sixth year of Heze-
kiah and the ninth year of Joshea, Israel was
taken captive and carried away by Assyria. In 2
Kings 18:12, the reason for the Assyrian captiv-
ity of Israel is given:

Because they obeyed not the voice of the
LORD their God, but transgressed his cove-
nant, and all that Moses the servant of the
LORD commanded, and would not hear
them, nor do them.

Section Objectives

Unit 8 | The Remaining Kingdom

The importance attached to the reign of Heze-
kiah may be inferred from the space given to its
history in the Bible. Three accounts of Hezeki-
ah’s reign are recorded in God’'s Word: 2 Kings
18-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32; and Isaiah 36-39.
Study in this section should focus upon the
reform and revival in Judah under Hezekiah,
Judah's oppression and deliverance, and Heze-
kiah’s sickness and recovery.

Review these objectives. When you have completed this section, you should be able to:

1. Trace the history of Judah from the captivity of Israel by Assyria to the captivity of Judah by

Babylonia.

N o v kW

Vocabulary

Write the biblical description of Hezekiah.

Appraise Hezekiah's sickness and recovery.

Identify the reason for the Assyrian captivity of Israel.

Locate in the Bible three accounts of Hezekiah's reign of Judah.

Discuss the revival and reform that occurred during Hezekiah's reign.

Discuss the oppression of Judah by the Assyrians and Judah'’s deliverance.

Study this word to enhance your learning success in this section.

Nehushtan

Note: All vocabulary words in this LIFEPAC appear in boldface print the first time they are used. If you are unsure of the

meaning when you are reading, study the definitions given.
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REVIVAL AND REFORM

The biblical description of Hezekiah is shared
only by one other previous king in Judah, Asa,
who was the son of Abijam and grandson of
Rehoboam and the third king of Judah (2 Kings
18:3 and 1Kings 15:11): “And he did that which
was right in the sight of the LORD, according to
all that David his father did.”

In the record of David's life and reign, and in his
psalms, there is abundant evidence of his faith
in the living God. See, for example, Psalm 33,
particularly verses 12-20:

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD;
and the people whom he hath chosen for
his own inheritance. The LORD looketh from
heaven,; he beholdeth all the sons of men.
From the place of his habitation he looketh
upon all the inhabitants of his earth. He
fashioneth their hearts alike: he considereth
all their works. There is no king saved by
the multitude of an host: a mighty man is
not delivered by much strength. A horse is a
vain thing for safety; neither shall he deliver
any by his great strength. Behold, the eye of
the Lord is upon them that fear him, upon
them that hope in his mercy; to deliver their
soul from death, and to keep them alive in
famine. Our soul waiteth for the LORD; He is
our help and our shield.

Hezekiah, too, recognized that Judah's hope
was in a return to the Lord—in faith and obedi-
ence, in reform and revival, in righteousness.

The Temple opened. The Temple had been
desecrated and finally closed by Ahaz (2 Kings
16:10-18 and 2 Chronicles 28:24). In the first
year of his reign, Hezekiah opened the doors
of the house of the Lord and repaired them (2
Chronicles 29:3), apparently overlaying them
with gold (2 Kings 18:16)—an excellent begin-
ning and the appropriate place to begin revival
and reform of religious worship and service.

6| Section 1

Read 2 Kings 18-20 and

2 Chronicles 29-32

The priests were gathered and instructed to
sanctify themselves and to cleanse the house of
the Lord (2 Chronicles 29:4 and 5). The Temple
could only be cleansed appropriately by priests
who themselves had been cleansed (29:15 and
c.f. Exodus 19:10 and 11). The cleansing of the
Temple involved carrying (29:5) “filthiness out
of the holy place.” The priests then sanctified
themselves and came to cleanse the house of
the Lord (29:15 and 30:12), “according to the
commandment of the king, by the words of
the LORD.” The king's commandment and the
priests’ responses were according to the divine
prescription of the Law of Moses (29:16). The
priests brought out all the vessels employed in
idolatrous sacrifices and worship, perhaps even
with some remains of previous offerings to
idols, and dumped them into the brook Kidron
(29:16 and 30:14). The priests then prepared,
sanctified, and restored to their proper places
the vessels removed earlier by Ahaz (2 Kings
16:14-17).

Temple worship restored. With the sanctifi-
cation of the priests and the cleansing of the
Temple, Temple worship was then restored.
Offerings, sin offerings, and burnt offerings,
were brought to the Temple by the people and
offered to the Lord by the priests for all Israel—
north and south, Ephraim and Judah (29:24
and 30:5). When the burnt offering began, the
song of the Lord began with instruments intro-
duced to worship by David (29:27); that is, they
sang praises unto the Lord accompanied with
musical instruments. When the offerings were
completed, the king and all the people bowed
and worshiped the Lord (29:29); then the king
and the people rejoiced in the grace of God
that had prepared their hearts and led them in
the restoration of worship (29:36).

The Passover kept. In addition to including
all Israel in their offering (29:24), Hezekiah
wrote letters to all Israel, to the ten tribes



(represented by their chief tribes, Ephraim

and Manasseh, 30:1), and to Judah to come

to Jerusalem, to the house of the Lord, for the
Passover. They would keep the Passover in the
second month because the priests were not
sufficiently sanctified, neither were the people
gathered in Jerusalem at the regular time for
Passover. A second-month observance of the
Passover was permitted in such cases (Levitical
defilement or absence, Numbers 9:6-12). Multi-
tudes assembled from the north and the south
in the second month—a very great congrega-
tion—to keep the Passover (30:11-13, 18-23).

Further reforms instituted. Upon completion
of the Passover, the people of Judah and Israel
broke their idols, cut down their groves, and
destroyed their high places and altars of false
worship. They broke into pieces the brasen
serpent that Moses had made because it had
become an idol to which incense was burned (2
Kings 18:4). Hezekiah called the brasen ser-
pent Nehushtan, which means a thing of brass.
Hezekiah renewed orderly Temple service

and giving (Numbers 18:8 and context), and
the people responded faithfully (31:12) and in
abundance (31:5).

Genuine revival usually results in reform.
Revival in the heart issues in reform of the life.
As God's leader in revival and reform, Hezekiah
performed that which was good and right and
true before the Lord diligently and with his
whole heart (31:20-21).

Unit 8 | The Remaining Kingdom

KINGS PROPHETS

Zedikiah
Jehoiachin

Jehoiakim

Jeremiah

Jehoahaz

Habakkuk

Josiah

Zephaniah

Manasseh

Hezekiah

Chart 1 | Know this for the LIFEPAC test
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2

N

1.1

1.2
1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10

1.11

1.12

1.13
1.14

1.15
1.16

1.17

Complete these statements.

In the third year of Hoshea's reign in Samaria, Hezekiah succeeded his father
to the throne.

The reason for the captivity of Israel is given in

The importance attached to the reign of Hezekiah may be inferred from the

a. given to its history in the b.

Three accounts of Hezekiah's reign are found in the Bible: in a. ,

b. ,and c.

The description of Hezekiah given in 1 Kings 18:3 is shared only by one other previous king in
Judah: a. , the b. king of Judah.

Doing right in the sight of the Lord, Hezekiah followed in the tradition of

Hezekiah recognized that Judah's hope was in a

The Temple had been closed by

Religious revival and reform began in Judah with Hezekiah'’s a. ,

and b. of the doors of the house of the Lord.
Hezekiah gathered the priests and instructed them to a. themselves
and to b. the house of the Lord.

The Temple could only be a. appropriately by priests who

themselves had been b.

The king's commandment and the priests’ responses were according to the a.

of the b.

When the burnt offering began, the people to the Lord.

When the offerings were completed, the king and the people a.
and b. the Lord.

Hezekiah commanded that offering be made for all

Hezekiah's letter of invitation and appeal to come to Jerusalem for the

a. went out to the people of both b.

and c.

The time specified in the Law of Moses for regular observance of the Passover was in the

month.
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1.18 Hezekiah ordered the Passover to be held in the

also permitted by the Law.

Unit 8 | The Remaining Kingdom

month, which was

1.19 Observance of the Passover at the time other than the regular observance was permitted in

the following two cases: a.

and b.

1.20 In response to Hezekiah's appeal, a great multitude gathered from both Israel and Judah to

keep the

1.21

Revival in the heart usually issues in reform of the

1.22 Upon completion of the Passover, the people of Judah and Israel broke their a.

, cut down their b.

, and destroyed their

C. and altars of false worship.

OPPRESSION AND DELIVERANCE

The oppression of Judah by the Assyrians

and Judah'’s deliverance is included in three
biblical accounts: 2 Kings 18:9-19:37;

2 Chronicles 32:1-23; and Isaiah 36:1-39:8.
Under Sennacherib, Assyria had become a
world power. Shalmaneser succeeded Tiglath-
pileser in Assyria. Shalmaneser crushed an
attempt by Hoshea in Israel to form an alliance
with Egypt. Sargon followed Shalmaneser as
king of Assyria. Sargon besieged, took, and
occupied Samaria in 722 B.C., carrying away
its inhabitants into captivity. Sargon was suc-
ceeded in Assyria by Sennacherib.

Under Ahaz, Hezekiah's father, Judah had
become subservient to Assyria; but Hezekiah
was determined to break the yoke of bondage
by Assyria. Upon the death of Sargon, Hezekiah
revolted against Assyria refusing to pay tribute;
and Assyria invaded Judah. Conquering the
country and taking their strongholds, Assyria
threatened Jerusalem, Judah'’s last stronghold.
In response to demands by Sennacherib,
Hezekiah sent silver, gold, and treasures from
the house of the Lord. Later Sennacherib sent
an army against Jerusalem with arrogant,

threatening words and ridiculing their God. For
Jerusalem, destruction appeared inevitable; but
Hezekiah turned to the Lord. He went to the
house of the Lord, and he sent messengers to
the prophet of the Lord, Isaiah (2 Kings 19:1-2).

Isaiah’s message to Hezekiah was assurance of
deliverance (19:6-7).

And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye

say to your master, Thus saith the LORD,

Be not afraid of the words which thou hast
heard, with which the servants of the king of
Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, | will
send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a
rumour, and shall return to his own land,
and | will cause him to fall by the sword in
his own land.

Hezekiah received from Sennacherib a letter of
defiance and blasphemy. Hezekiah went again
to the house of the Lord, spread the letter
before the Lord, prayed (2 Kings 19:19): “Now
therefore, O LORD our God, | beseech thee,
save us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms
of the earth may know that thou art the LORD
God, even thou only.”

Section 1 |9
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| The Death of Sennacherib

The Lord’'s answer came to Hezekiah by Isaiah That same night (19:35), the angel of the LORD
the prophet (19:32-34): slew among Sennacherib’s army 185,000 Assyr-
ians. Sennacherib returned to Nineveh where
he was slain by his own sons; and Esarhaddon,
his son, reigned in his place (19:37).

Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning
the king of Assyria, He shall not come into
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come
before it with shield, nor cast a bank against
it. By the way that he came, by the same
shall he return, and shall not come into this
city, saith the LORD. For | will defend this
city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for
my servant David's sake.

i  On the blanks write the letters for the correct answers.

1.23 The following Bible reference; , does not include the account of Judah’s
oppression by the Assyrians and deliverance by the Lord.
a. 2 Kings 18:9-19:37 b. 2 Chronicles 33:1-23 c. Isaiah 36:1-39:8

1.24 The correct chronological order of the Assyrian kings is indicated by

a. Tiglath-pileser, Sargon, Shalmaneser, Sennacherib
b. Tiglath-pileser, Shalmaneser, Sargon, Sennacherib
c. Shalmaneser, Tiglath-pileser, Sennacherib, Sargon
d. Shalmaneser, Tiglath-pileser, Sargon, Sennacherib

1.25 Judah had become subservient to Assyria under , king of Judah.
a. Abijah b. Asa c. Ahaz d. Azariah

10| Section 1
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1.26 Hezekiah revolted against Assyria and their king .
a. Sargon b. Sennacherib c. Shalmaneser d. Tiglath-pileser

1.27 In fulfillment of His promise to Hezekiah, the Lord slew Assyrians.
a. 155,000 b. 165,000 c. 175,000 d. 185,000

Complete the following activities.

1.28 When Jerusalem was threatened by the Assyrian army, Hezekiah went to a.

and sent messengers to b.

1.29 Discuss Hezekiah's reaction to the letter he received from the Assyrian king.

1.30 Identify the reason Hezekiah requested the Lord to save Judah.

Section 1 |11
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SICKNESS AND RECOVERY

The salvation from Sennacherib that God gave
Hezekiah and Judah also brought him honor
and gifts from neighboring nations (2 Chroni-
cles 32:23). In the thirty-ninth year of Hezekiah,
he became deathly ill. In response to his prayer,
God promised to add fifteen years to his life
and sealed that promise with a spectacular
sign. Hezekiah lived to accomplish outstanding
achievements and to accumulate great wealth.
In his prosperity, pride led to folly and a pro-
phetic word from Isaiah concerning the Babylo-
nian captivity.

Honor. Apparently, the victory God gave Heze-
kiah and Judah over Sennacherib and the army
of Assyria, by His direct intervention, provided
deliverance to neighboring nations from the
same threats of war, experiences of invasion,
and risks of ruin. Appreciation and respect

for Judah and the Lord were expressed by
bringing gifts to Jerusalem for the Lord and for
Hezekiah.

Sickness. In the Old Testament history of God
and His people, sickness and death have fre-
quently been used by the Lord as punishment
for sin. Although the Scriptures do not explicitly
state that Hezekiah's sickness was a result of
sin, his sin of pride is alluded to in 2 Chronicles
32:25 and in Isaiah 38:17. Pride is progressive
and is often related to prosperity. Whether
Hezekiah's sickness was related to his sin is
not certain; but in his sickness, he turned to
the Lord. Hezekiah had received a message of
death by Isaiah (2 Kings 20:1): "...Thus saith the
LORD, set thine house in order; for thou shalt
die, and not live.” The words “thou shalt die”
surely struck fear to the heart of Hezekiah. He
had just been delivered by the Lord from the
impending doom of the Assyrians. He was in
the prime years of his life. Hezekiah began to
reign at the age of twenty-five (2 Kings 18:2);
and in the fourteenth year of his reign, Sen-
nacherib had invaded Judah (18:13). Hezekiah

12| Section 1

was about thirty-nine when his message of
death came. He did not murmur or complain,
neither did he react with anger. He turned his
face to the wall and prayed and wept.

Prayer. In his prayer to the Lord, Hezekia
seemed to reason sincerely with the Lord: “I
beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how

| have walked before thee in truth and with a
perfect heart, and have done that which is good
in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore” (20:3).

Promise. After Isaiah had left the bedside of
Hezekiah and had gone out into the center of
the court, the word of the Lord came to him
(20:5-6):

Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of
my people. Thus saith the LORD, the God of
David thy father, | have heard thy prayer, |
have seen thy tears: behold, | will heal thee:
on the third day thou shalt go up unto the
house of the LORD. And | will add unto thy
days fifteen years....

At the word of Isaiah, a remedy of figs was
applied to the severe boil and Hezekiah recov-
ered; however, prior to his recovery, Hezekiah
requested a sign of his promised recovery.

Sign. The sign God gave Hezekiah to confirm
His promise of added days was a time measure,
a shadow measurer, which recorded a far more
significantly involved miracle. The shadow was
turned back ten degrees; the earth was appar-
ently stopped in its normal rotation movement
and actually reversed to deliver a message to
one of His children—a message of life.

Wealth. God prospered Hezekiah materially,
giving him great wealth. Hezekiah made trea-
suries for his silver, gold, precious stones,
spices, shields, and jewels. He built storehouses
for his grain, fruits, and oil and made stalls for
his cattle and sheep. In addition, he provided
for himself cities and flocks and herds in abun-
dance (2 Chronicles 32:27-30).
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Folly. Ambassadors came to Jerusalem from
Babylon with a message and presents from the
king, for the king of Babylon had heard that
Hezekiah was ill. Caught up, perhaps, in feelings
of flattered vanity, Hezekiah probably showed
off his treasures, glorying in them rather than
in the grace of God who had so recently spared
his life and from whom all blessings had come.
God will not share His glory with another. Heze-
kiah had seemingly failed this test which God
had given him (2 Chronicles 32:31).

Prophesy. A messenger of divine judgment,
Isaiah informed Hezekiah that the very nation
(Babylon) whose ambassadors he had shown
his treasures, would one day carry away those
treasures with the descendants of Hezekiah
as captives who would become servants in
the palace of the king of Babylon. Hezekiah
appeared ready to seek help from, and appar-
ently hoped for some deliverance by, the very
kingdom that would one day bring his kingdom
to destruction. Isaiah had used this occasion

to make the first prophecy of the Babylonian | The Prophet Isaiah
captivity.
%
N\
N\ Answer true or false.
1.31 God'’s defeat, delivered to Sennacherib of Assyria, probably provided
exclusive benefits to the nation Judah.
1.32 In Old Testament history, sickness and death have seldom been used as
punishment for sin.
1.33 Isaiah came to Hezekiah with an irrevocable sentence of death.
1.34 As a messenger of divine judgment, Isaiah informed Hezekiah that Babylon

would one day carry away all the treasures of Judah, taking captive the king's
own descendants.
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Complete the following statements.

1.35 Appreciation and respect for the Lord and for Hezekiah among other nations were

expressed in a. brought to them at b.
1.36 Hezekiah began to reign at the age of years.
1.37 Sennacherib invaded Judah in the year of Hezekiah's reign.

1.38 When his message of death came from the Lord by Isaiah, Hezekiah was about
years of age.

1.39 The word of the Lord came to Isaiah concerning Hezekiah saying, “...I have heard thy
a. , I have seen thy b.

behold, | will c.

1.40 In His promise to Hezekiah by Isaiah, the Lord said that Hezekiah could go up to the house of
the Lord in a. days and that b.

years would be added to his life.
1.41 God's sign to Hezekiah confirming to him His promise involved a miracle in which the earth

probably was a. in its normal rotation

movement and actually b.

1.42 Hezekiah received a message and gifts by a. from the

b. of c.

1.43 In showing his treasures to the Babylonian ambassadors, Hezekiah may have a.

in them rather than in the b. of God.

1.44 Isaiah used the occasion of the folly of Hezekiah to make the

Review the material in this section in preparation for the Self Test. The Self Test will
check your mastery of this particular section. The items missed on this Self Test will indicate
specific areas where restudy is needed for mastery.
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SELF TEST 1

Answer true or false (each answer, 2 points).

1.01 In the sixth year of Hoshea's reign in Israel, Hezekiah succeeded his father
Ahaz as king in Judah.

1.02 The basic reason for the Assyrian captivity of Israel was Israel’s failure to
obey the voice of God.

1.03 The Bible contains three different accounts of Hezekiah's reign.

1.04 Only two other previous kings of Judah share Hezekiah's character
description fully.

1.05 Doing right in the sight of the Lord, Hezekiah followed in the tradition of
Rehoboam.

Write the letters for the correct answers on the blanks (each answer, 3 points).

1.06 The Temple had been closed by .
a. Abijah b. Asa c. Azariah d. Ahaz

1.07 Hezekiah gathered the priests and instructed them to .
a. sanctify themselves b. repair the doors of the Temple
c. cleanse the house of the Lord d. aandc

e. a,b,andc

1.08 When the burnt offerings began, the people the Lord.

a. bowed and worshiped
b. sang praises to
c. broke their idols before

1.09 Hezekiah's letter of invitation and appeal to attend the Passover in Jerusalem went out

a. only to the people of Judah
b. only to the people of Israel
c. tothe people of both Israel and Judah

1.010 The time specified in the Law of Moses for the observance of the Passover was the

month.
a. first b. second c. third d. sixth

Section 1 |15
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Complete the following statements (each answer, 5 points).
1.011 Observance of the Passover at a time other than the regular observance was permitted
in the following two cases: a.

and b.

1.012 The brazen serpent Moses had made in the wilderness was called

by Hezekiah.

1.013 The brazen serpent Moses had made in the wilderness had become an a.

to which b. was C.

1.014 The successor of Sargon in Assyria was

1.015 As a messenger of divine judgment, Isaiah informed Hezekiah that all the treasures of

Judah, along with captives, would one day be carried away by

1.016 Isaiah used the occasion of the a. of

Hezekiah to predict the b.

Answer the following questions (each answer, 5 points).

1.017 Whatis a likely description of the miracle required by God’s sign to Hezekiah confirming
His promise to Hezekiah?

1.018 What reason did Hezekiah give the Lord for requesting the deliverance of Judah from
Assyria?

1.019 What was Hezekiah's response to the letter he received from the Assyrian king?
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1.020 What was the probable age of Hezekiah when he received his death notice from the Lord
by Isaiah (support your answer)?

1.021 In Hezekiah's revival and reform, what guidelines did the king's commandments and the
priests’ responses follow?

80
100 SCORE TEACHER

initials date

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land.” — 2 Chronicles 7:14
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