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THE HISTORY OF THE CANON

Read these objectives. The objectives tell you what you will be able to do when you have success-
fully completed this LIFEPAC.

When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

1. Define the doctrines that relate to bibliology.

2. Reconstruct the need for written revelation.

3. Summarize the formation of the Old Testament Scriptures.

4. Appraise the formation of the New Testament Scriptures.

5. Trace the canonicity of the Old Testament.

6. Describe the canonicity of the New Testament.

OBJECTIVES

The Bible, the inspired Word of God, is the
greatest book ever written. One scholar has
observed that the Bible is not the type of book man
would or could write. The Bible is unique. A
Midwestern minister places his Bible alone on the
top shelf in his library and all of his hundreds of
other books on the lower shelves, subordinate to
God’s Holy Word. The Bible has been read by more
people, translated into more languages, published
more often, and circulated in more areas of the
world than any other book. Currently, a Bible is
being printed and distributed every three seconds.
No other book can share these claims of unique-
ness held by the Bible.

The Bible is unique in its formation. The sixty-
six books of the Bible were written over a period of
fifteen hundred years. God used more than forty
men throughout that long period to write His Word
of truth. The Bible was written on three continents:
Africa, Asia, and Europe. The Bible was written in
three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.
With all this diversity, however, the Bible shares
one theme, the revealing of the Lord Jesus Christ—
His Person, His purpose, and His plan.

Although the Bible is indeed the greatest of
books and received as the Word of God by those who
have put personal faith in Jesus Christ, the Bible is
under attack. In this present age we often hear that
the Bible is just another ancient book, and that
those who live according to its teachings are living
in the past. Even those who attest to the valuable
history and literature contained in the Bible neglect
to realize that it is the very Word of God.

Some men in past decades have lowered their
high view of the Bible that God demands. Some are

too quick to say that the Bible may contain the
Word of God but is not the Word of God in its
entirety. Others have made the Bible a mere super-
market of truth, accepting what they want and
rejecting the rest. Still others who claim faith in
Christ try to avoid the authority of the Scriptures
by saying that the Bible can only be understood in
relationship to what it says to the individual, and
that the Bible is not God’s Word for all His cre-
ation. As Christians, we are living in the midst of a
battle for the Bible.

Through your study of the Bible LIFEPAC®

curriculum, you have studied surveys of the Bible,
individual books of the Bible, doctrines from the
Bible, and the application of Bible truths to your
lives. In this LIFEPAC you will study how God
gave the Bible and how men recognized what God
gave. Such a study is considered part of the science
of apologetics. Although the English word apology
comes from the same Greek root as apologetics, the
words are used in very different ways. We need not
make an apology for God’s eternal Word, but we
can make a formal defense of our belief in the Bible

To learn arguments you can use as you defend
the Bible in the midst of the battle for the Bible,
you will study three areas of concern related to the
apologetics of the Bible. First, you will study the
doctrines found in the Bible that teach how the
Bible was given by God to man. Second, you will
observe the formation of the Holy Word, both the
Old Testament and New Testament. Third, you will
investigate how men of the past recognized the
sixty-six books of the Bible as being from the hand
of God.
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A unique feature of the Bible is that within its
pages are found doctrines that pertain to the Bible
itself. We need not look outside the Bible to under-
stand how God gave His Word to man. The Bible
itself attests to its own validity. Within systemat-
ic theology the doctrine of the Bible is called bibli-
ology, the study of the Bible itself. A proper study
of the doctrine of bibliology will begin with God
who inspired faithful men to record His truth. God
has worked to preserve His Word and to enlighten
men’s minds to its teaching.

In this section of the LIFEPAC, you will study
five doctrines that pertain to the major doctrine of
bibliology. First, you will investigate the doctrine of
revelation. Second, you will study the doctrine of
inspiration. Third, you will observe the authority of
the Bible. Fourth, you will study God’s work of illu-
mination. FINALLY, you will study the doctrine of
interpretation. The sixth doctrine included in the
study of bibliology, canonicity, will be investigated
in Section Three of this LIFEPAC.

I. THE DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE

Survey the LIFEPAC. Ask yourself some questions about this study. Write your questions here.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION OBJECTIVES

VOCABULARY

Review these objectives. When you have completed this section, you should be able to:

1. Define the doctrines that relate to bibliology.

1.1 Explain the doctrine of revelation.

1.2 Describe the doctrine of inspiration.

1.3 Identify the doctrine of authority.

1.4 Distinguish between the doctrines of illumination, and interpretation.

Study these words to enhance your learning success in this section.

exegesis intuitive theophany

hermeneutics isogogics validity

inerrancy
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Read Hebrews 1:1–3.�

The doctrine of revelation concerns how God
revealed His Word to man and how man received
this eternal truth. Revelation makes known to man
the otherwise unknowable things of God.
Revelation is the divine act of communicating
divine truth to man. Because of His character, God
is inaccessible to man’s understanding. Since the
Fall of Adam, man is depraved and sinful; but God
remains forever holy. Man’s sinfulness separates
him from God’s holiness, requiring the supernatu-
ral act of revelation to make God known to man. In
the study of the biblical doctrine of revelation, we
must consider the types of revelation, the method
of revelation, and the purpose of revelation.

Types of revelation. God created the heaven
and the earth (Genesis 1:1) and all creation
resounds with praise to God. God moved faithful
men to record His Word that reveals His Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s revelation to man is pre-
sented in three ways: through nature, through
man’s conscience, and specifically through the
Word of God.

Natural revelation so impressed David, the
Psalmist, that he wrote (Psalm 19:1), “The heavens
declare the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handywork.” The workings of nature
in both the heaven and the earth have been
observed by men. They have seen the testimony of
a perfect God who has created all things and holds
all things in perfect order by His sovereign power.
The writer of Psalm 148 was so moved by the man-
ner in which the created world revealed the
Creator that he wrote an entire hymn praising
God’s creative power.

The apostle Paul, in Romans 1:20, recorded
how nature reveals God. “For the invisible things of
him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse.” Anyone who has ever seen a
flower bloom or heard the rustle of the wind has

both seen and heard a testimony of God’s existence
and creative power. Because God created nature,
we can see His mark on His creation.

Barnabas and Paul taught about the revelation
of God in nature to the people in Lystra. To show a
witness to God, they stated (Acts 14:15-17), “…God,
which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all
things that are therein…left not himself without
witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with
food and gladness.” In Paul’s message concerning
the UNKNOWN GOD, whom he made known to
the men of Athens, he appealed to nature as a wit-
ness to God (Acts 17:16-34).

Natural revelation is universal, extended by
God to all mankind. Since God is perfect, natural
revelation is perfect. This revelation reveals the
sovereignty of God and His creative power. Natural
revelation can bring a man to an awareness of God
but is susceptible to man’s distortion. Because of
sin, all men will not receive the message found in
natural revelation.

Similar to natural revelation, but found inside
of man, is God’s revelation through conscience. The
intuitive understanding of right and wrong is
placed in man by God his Creator. In every culture
of every portion in history, man has established
moral limits to his activities. Although the laws of
other cultures may allow a standard of morality
different from that of our culture, they do indicate
a knowledge of right and wrong. In Romans 2:14-
15, Paul stated that even men who had not heard
of the law of the Lord did “…by nature the things
contained in the law….” These Gentiles “…shew
the works of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience also bearing witness….” Whenever man
distinguishes between right and wrong, he attests
to an absolute standard of right and wrong which
is found in the essence of God.

REVELATION

Write true or false.

1.1 _______________ The Bible is not the type of book man would write if he could, nor could write
if he would.

�
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1.2 _______________ The Bible contains sixty–three books and was written over a period of five
hundred years.

1.3 _______________ God used more than forty men to write the Bible.

1.4 _______________ Those who live according to the Bible are living in the past.

1.5 _______________ Christians must learn how to apologize for the Bible.

Both natural revelation and revelation through
conscience are incomplete. Although they reveal
the power of God’s creative sovereignty, they do not
reveal how man can enter into an eternal relation-
ship with the perfect God. Only specific revelation
can lead men to a saving knowledge of Christ. The
Word of God, both living and written, is the specif-
ic revelation of God. The apostle John began his
Gospel by stating (John 1:1), “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” The living Word of God, Jesus
Christ, is revealed in the written Word of God, the
Bible. John wrote of the Bible (John 20:31), “But
these are written. that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name.” The only way
man knows the person of Christ, the living Word, is
through the written Word.

Methods of revelation. God has used various
methods to reveal to man those things man would
otherwise not know. Three time periods should be
considered to understand God’s method of revela-
tion. God revealed Himself personally to Adam and
the woman in the garden. He revealed Himself in
supernatural ways to people during Bible times.
He now reveals Himself to man through His writ-
ten Word.

The Edenic covenant contained God’s Word to
Adam and the woman in the garden (Genesis 2:15-
17). This covenant was revealed directly by God to
His creation. God provided for all of man’s needs in
the garden. The Lord would communicate His will
daily to Adam as they walked together in the gar-
den (Genesis 3:8). If Adam had any questions about
the care of the garden or its animal inhabitants, he
could ask the Lord and receive a direct reply. This

Complete these activities.

1.6 List the three languages in which the Bible was written.

a. _________________________

b. _________________________

c. _________________________

1.7 Write a definition for the word apologetics. ___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.8 Write the meaning of the term revelation. ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.9 List the three types of revelation.

a. _________________________

b. _________________________

c. _________________________

1.10 List two Bible passages that deal with natural revelation.

a. _________________________

b. _________________________
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