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THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

Perhaps more than any other man who has
ever lived, Solomon had both the ability and the
capability to pursue every imaginable avenue of
happiness. As king over united Israel during its
golden age, Solomon’s wealth exceeded that of any
other ancient monarch. Even now few men could
boost the financial success that would parallel
Solomon’s riches. In addition to his vast fortunes,
Solomon was a capable leader, and his name has
become synonymous with wisdom.

We may not think that Solomon, with his
wealth, position, and wisdom, shares much in com-
mon with Christians today; however, he does.
Solomon believed and worshiped the Lord God
who, in the fullness of time, sent His only begotten
Son to die on the cross for our sins. Although
Solomon looked ahead to the Messiah’s coming and
we today look back historically upon Christ’s incar-
nation, our salvation is in the same Person, Jesus
Christ. Both Solomon and the Christian today were
saved by faith in Christ, Israel’s Messiah.

Following his personal salvation, the same
challenge awaited Solomon that awaits the child of
God today. Once a person places his faith in Christ,
receives Him as Savior, and recognizes His victory
at the cross, he is confronted with the great issue of
the Christian way of life. Every new believer is
encouraged (2 Peter 3:18) to “…grow in grace, and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ…” In Proverbs 3:1 and 3, Solomon wrote
this challenge, “…forget not my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments…bind them about
thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart.”
Following salvation, the Christian is brought face
to face with the issue of growing in God’s Word.

The goal of spiritual growth is spiritual matu-
rity, which results in pleasing and glorifying the
Lord Jesus Christ. Spiritual growth is a process
that gradually leads to spiritual maturity. The
Christian can be sure he will encounter stumbling
blocks and distractions on the road to spiritual
maturity. He will at times fall into sin, function in
the sphere of human good, and be influenced by
evil. Confession of sin recovers us from these tem-
porary distractions (1 John 1:9 and illustrated in
Psalm 51), but some believers fail to use this pro-
vision of grace; and they return to a life of being
controlled by their old natures. This condition is
sometimes referred to as backsliding, or reversion.

Reversion is a problem that Solomon also
faced. With all of his wealth, wisdom, power, and
position, Solomon broke the fellowship that he had
with the Lord God of Israel. As a result, he found

himself in a state of reversion. The backslidden
condition of Solomon did not occur suddenly.
Solomon had allowed a complex series of situations
to distract him from his goal of spiritual maturity.
His extended period of time in a state of reversion
is recorded in the book of Ecclesiastes, which was
written by Solomon.

Within the pages of Ecclesiastes every believer
is given a glimpse into his own soul. This sacred
text reveals man’s frantic search for happiness
apart from God’s plan and the person of Christ.
God desires His people to have an inner joy based
upon what He has provided. Peter wrote (1 Peter
1:8) that Christians can “…rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory.” Although we may
find temporary happiness in temporal (noneternal)
things, true joy can only come to the believer as he
follows Christ and allows the Holy Spirit to guide
and bless him.

While out of fellowship with God, Solomon rec-
ognized his lack of happiness, purpose, and direc-
tion. Instead of confessing his sin and relying on
the wisdom of God, Solomon began a frantic search
for happiness in temporal possessions and endeav-
ors. Because of his wealth and position, he could do
something that most believers would not be able to
do. Solomon exhausted every possible avenue that
he imagined would lead to happiness. As a result of
his search, Solomon concluded, (Ecclesiastes 1:2)
“…vanity of vanities; all is vanity.”

Solomon, therefore, can be an example for the
Christian today. Whenever the child of God
believes that increased happiness can occur out-
side of Christ’s will, he need only look at Solomon’s
record in Ecclesiastes. Solomon’s experience can
assure us that all temporal efforts lead to empti-
ness. Solomon’s futile search resulted in his return
to the mandate (Ecclesiastes 12:13), “…Fear God,
and keep his commandments; for this is the whole
duty of man.”

In this LIFEPAC® you will study Solomon’s
reversion and his search for happiness. First, you
will investigate Solomon’s splendor and note how
he was entrapped by sin. Second, from the book of
Ecclesiastes, you will observe the results of
Solomon’s sin and how he sought happiness in tem-
poral things. Third, you will study the final chap-
ters of the book of Ecclesiastes and investigate
Solomon’s recovery from reversion and his conclu-
sions regarding man’s purpose in life.

As you study Solomon and the book of
Ecclesiastes you should remember the lesson that
Solomon learned (Ecclesiastes 1:9), “…there is no
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OBJECTIVES

Read these objectives. The objectives tell what you will be able to do when you have successfully
completed this LIFEPAC.

When you have finished this LIFEPAC you should be able to:

1. Describe the splendor of Solomon’s reign as king of Israel.

2. Summarize the sins of Solomon that distracted him from following the Lord God.

3. Describe Solomon’s search for temporal happiness.

4. Explain the fruitlessness of attempting to find happiness in temporal things.

5. Summarize God’s plan for His children’s happiness.

6. Explain the divine rebuke God gave to Solomon as he fell into sin.

7. Summarize the intensive circumstantial discipline Solomon received as he sank
into reversion.

8. Identify Solomon’s response to God’s action of rebuke and discipline.

new thing under the sun.” Jesus teaches us
(Matthew 6:33) to seek first “…the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness and all these things shall be
added unto you.” God promises to add perfect inner
joy to the life of every believer who seeks it in God.

Study the following chart of Ecclesiastes.
Observing the content and divisions of the chapters
and noting the flow of the argument will enhance
your study in this book of the Bible.

THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES

AUTHOR: SOLOMON

THEME: THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

KEY VERSE: ECCLESIASTES 1:2

INTRODUCTION AND THESIS ECCLESIASTES 1:1-11

REVERSION ECCLESIASTES 1:12-9:11
(A Frantic Search for Happiness in
Temporal Things)

RECOVERY ECCLESIASTES 9:12-12:12

CONCLUSIONS ECCLESIASTES 12:13-14
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Solomon assumed the role of royal leader of the
United Kingdom of Israel prior to the death of his
father, David. Absalom, David’s third son, would
have inherited David’s throne had he not revolted
against his father and met with an untimely death
(2 Samuel 18:14). The fourth son of David,
Adonijah, became the apparent heir to the throne
following Absalom’s death. Adonijah attempted to
forcibly take over the throne, but David was influ-
enced by Nathan (the prophet) and Bathsheba
(Solomon’s mother) to announce that Solomon
would be king.

First Chronicles 23:1 states that, “…when
David was old and full of days, he made Solomon
his son king over Israel.” During the dual reign of
David and Solomon, other supposed claims to the
throne were quieted. David continually charged
Solomon with the responsibilities that he would
face as the sole ruler. David’s main desire was that
Solomon would build a Temple for God (1
Chronicles 22:619 and 28:11-21). God had prohibit-
ed David from building the Temple, But He had
promised the task to Solomon.

David and Solomon administered their rule of
Israel in contrasting manners. David’s aggression

and zeal expanded the borders of God’s nation to
their farthest extent. Solomon, however, desired
not to extend, but to protect the borders. David’s
reign did not deal in a great amount of foreign
trade, but Solomon constantly increased interna-
tional relationships. Because of the peace and secu-
rity of Israel during Solomon’s reign, no need exist-
ed for the strong armies of David’s kingdom.

The most noticeable contrast can be observed
in the personal lives of these two great leaders.
When David found himself entrenched in sin, he
pleaded his case before God and was quickly
restored to fellowship. David maintained a vibrant
faith in God and remained to the end of his days a
man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22). Solomon,
however, failed to maintain a fervent relationship
with God and was led astray into spiritual rever-
sion, from which he did not recover until his later
years.

In this section of the LIFEPAC, you will study
the events that preceded the writing of the book of
Ecclesiastes. First, you will observe Solomon’s
splendor as king during the golden age of Israel.
Second, you will investigate the sins that led
Solomon into spiritual reversion.

Survey the LIFEPAC. Ask yourself some questions about this study. Write your questions here.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I. REVERSION

Review these objectives. When you have completed this section, you should be able to:

1. Describe the splendor of Solomon’s reign as king of Israel.
1.1 Explain the source and use of Solomon’s wisdom.

SECTION OBJECTIVES
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1.2 List the sources and use of Solomon’s wealth.
1.3 Contrast Solomon’s power with that of David, his father.
1.4 Summarize the military advances and international treaties promoted by Solomon.
1.5 Contrast Solomon’s court with that of David’s.

2. Summarize the sins of solomon that distracted him form following the Lord God.
2.1 Categorize the covenants God made with David and his see.
2.2 Describe Solomon’s initial faithfulness to the Lord God.
2.3 Relate Solomon’s activities to his increasing pride.
2.4 Explain how Solomon became distracted from God by making concessions to his wives.

VOCABULARY

Study these words to enhance your learning success in this section.

concession entity precipitate

concubine exorbitant reciprocal

conspiratorial extravagance resolve

edifice impetus reversion

Note: All vocabulary words in this LIFEPAC appear in boldface print the first time they are used. If you are unsure
of the meaning when you are reading, study the definitions given.

Read 1 Kings 2–11, and 2 Chronicles 1–9.

Following David’s death in 970 B.C., the oppo-
sition to Solomon’s rule quickly surfaced. Adonijah,
who had previously desired the throne, enlisted the
aid of Abiathar and Joab to overthrow Solomon.
Through conspiratorial efforts Adonijah tried to
secure one of David’s concubines for himself and
thus precipitate a possible claim to the throne.
When Solomon heard of the plan, he promptly had
Adonijah killed. Solomon then disposed of Abiathar
as the high priest. As Joab, the former chief of the
guard, sought sanctuary at the altar of God, he was
killed by one of Solomon’s men. The initial violence
of Solomon’s reign was to be in marked contrast to
the forty years of peaceful rule that lay ahead.

The golden age of Israel over which Solomon
ruled was characterized by progress in many areas
of endeavor. Solomon increased in wisdom, wealth,
power, and position, and so did the nation itself.

Under the reign of Solomon, Israel emerged as the
leading political and economic entity of the
ancient world. A continuing cycle of reciprocal
prosperity developed between the nation of Israel
and Solomon. The cycle of prosperity came to an
end when Solomon was led into the idolatry that
eventually resulted in a divided nation following
Solomon’s death.

Wisdom. Once the kingdom was firmly estab-
lished under Solomon’s rule, the king traveled to
the Tabernacle, which was then in Gibeon, to offer
sacrifices to the Lord God. First Kings 3:3 records
that “…Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the
statutes of David his father…” Such spiritual
impetus moved Solomon to offer 1,000 burnt offer-
ings to the Lord that he might show his desire to
rule well as a servant of God. From the occurrences

�
SOLOMON’S SPLENDOR


