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MIDWESTERN STATES

NOI"'HT DC||<O+O, SOU'H’I DCII<O+O, Nebroska, Kansas.

Missouri, and Iowa

The next region of the United States you will erudy
is the Midwestern region. As you look at the map below,

you will see the area of the Midwestern region In green.

The Midwestern states are located in the north and
central PorJr of the U.S. The counJrry of Canadais north
of these states. The Great Lakes states are to the
east. The Southern states are to the south while the
Mountain states are to the west. The states of North
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, and

IOWO are Midwes+ern eroJres.
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READ THESE UNIT OBJECTIVES.

The obJec+ives tell you what you should be able to do
when you have successfu”y comp|e+ed this LIFEPAC.

When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

+ W ™

o1

|_oco+e Jrhe Midwes+ern erches.

Know the 9eogrop|'1>/ of the Midwestern states.
List natural resources found in the Midwestern states.

S+c+e Jrhe erpes O'F businesses oncl emP|oyers ‘FOUI’ICJ In Jrhe

Midwestern region.
Know some of the Midwestern settlers.

Recognize the imporJrance of Native American hierory In
the Midwestern states.

Idenjrify the Pos+imes of the Peop|e |iving in the
Midwestern states.



Cood Study
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STUDY THESE
NEW WORDS.

Leorning the meoning of

+|’1€S€ WOF‘CIS Is a 9OOCI S'I'UCI)l

habit and will improve your

unclerercmding of this
LIFEPAC.

combine (|<6m'bin') A |or9e fcrm mochine +|’10+ CU+$ cnd |’10I"V€S+S

9roin.
corps (kor, kar) A group of Peop|e, often mi|iJrary, aching +09e+her.
irri90+e (irli—gajr') To Pqu water on land to he|p a crop grow.
nomad (nag'mad’) Not having a set home: moving around to find food.

reservation (r&z'sr-va'shsn) A specific area of land set oparJr by

the U.S. governmenJr for Native Americans.
s+ro+e9ic (erre—Jréka) A P|on of action.
+r‘ea+y (tre'ts) A peace ogreemenJr between two groups.

These words will appear in boldface (thicker PrinJr) the first time
Jrhey are used.



PRONUNCIATION KEY:

-
hat, age. care. far. [&t, aqual. 7t ice.
/0/ as in term and squirm. hat, open, 6rdar. /oi/ as in oil.
/ou/ as in out, clip. /0/ as in put, /56/ as in rule,
/ch/ as in child, /ng/ as in long,
/th/ as in thin, /#/ as in th&n, /zh/ as in measure,
/o/ represents /a/ in about. /e/ in taken. /i/ in pencil,
/o/ in lemon, and /u/ in circus
\ J




You will begin this LIFEPAC by erudying the
geogrophy of the Midwestern states. You will learn the

names of some of the Midwestern states land features.
You will also learn the names of the Midwestern states’
maJor cities. The Midwestern states location impachS

the erpes of food peop|e grow, the p|oces Jrhey live, and
the activities Jrhey do.

Section Objec+ives

- . 4
REVIEW é
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Review these objec+ives.
When you have comp|e+ed this

sechion, you ShOUlCI be ob|e 'I'OZ

|. Locc+e Jrhe Midwes+ern eroJres.
2. Know 'H'16 geOgFGPhy O'F +he Midweerern eraJres.

Res+udy these vocobu|ar‘y words:
irrigcﬂ'ion +reo+y

s+ra’re9ic

/A\S|< YOUF Jreacher 'I'O SG)’ Jrhese WOFdS WI'H"I YOU.

Teacher check |g
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=——STATES IN THE MIDWESTERN REGION ==

Befor‘e )’OU S+Ud>/ Jrhe Midwes+ern eraJres,
|OO|< CI+ 'H"Ie map be|ow. The map WI”

introduce you to the Midwestern area.
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Answer +he qvuesi'ions bosed on +|'1e mop. . :
¥

|| List the copiicis of the Midwestern states:
North Dakota

a.
b. South Dakota
c¢. Nebraska

d. Kansas

e. lowa

f. Missouri

|.2 Through which states does the Missouri River run or
border?

| .3 Through which states does the Mississippi River run or
border?

| 4 Through which states does the 00 degree line of
|ongi+ude run'

| .5 Which is the most eastern state?

|6 The Lio degree |ine O'F |chiJrucie forms Jrhe borcier beiween

which two states?




éﬁi Fill in the Blank continued.

| .7 Which counJrry is north of North Dakotal

| .8 Which is the southernmost state?

| .9 Which state is south of Minnesota?

.10 Which state caPiJrai is the farthest north?

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The Missouri River pioys an imporiani role in the
geogrophy of the Midwestern states. The river flows
Jrhr‘ough all of the states of the region and serves as a

border for many. The Missouri River begins in Montana
and flows north Jrhrougi'i North Dakota and then on

+|’1FOU9|’1 SOU'H'I D0i<0i'(]. Eveniuoiiy

W the Missouri emPJries into the

w Mississippi River in Missouri. The
Missouri River is the |on9esi
river in the U.S. at over 2,500

miles. [t Provides water for much

O'F 'i'he region. Dcms i’]CIVG been

Pioced on the river at s‘i‘roi‘egic



P|oces. This allows farmers to
use the water for irri90+ion.
/A\ddiJriona”y, the southern ParJr
of the river is wused to
+ronspor+ 9oods across the

region.

Much of the Midwest region is flat or s|i9|'1+|y hi”y.
The land is Par+icu|ar|y suited for faming. The soil is rich

in nutrients. Because the land is re|o+ive|y flat, farmers

are ob|e 'I'O p|anJr |0I"9€ f|e|ds

of crops. The Midwest

region Provides much of the food for the U.S.

There are two small
mountain ranges in the

Midwestern region. The
Black Hills are In

- Weerern SOU'I'h DGI(O'I'G.

The Ozarks are located
in southern Missouri.
The Black Hills in South
Dakota are the tallest

| mountains east of the

American tribes in the region.

Rocky Mountains. The

land is sacred to Native

HOWGVGI", once 90|d wdas

discovered in the region in the mid 1800’'s, settlers
flocked to the area. The U.S. broke its +r‘eo+y agreemenJr
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with the Indian tribes and took the land. Today the Black

Hills are home to mining, timber, and tourism industries.

The Ozarks are Primori|y located in southern

MiSSOUF‘i and norJrhern AI"I(CIHSOS. They are Hwe moer

Musu: Shnu]
Bransan, MIESDUTI

extensive mountain range

between the Rocky and
Appa|achian Mountains. The

Ozarks are a Popu|ar tourist
destination. They are also a
source for lead. Lead is used
In mo|<ing batteries o|on9 with
other Prodchrs.

Fill in the Blank.

The Missouri River is the
river in the U.S.

The Missouri River begins in the state of

The

are 'HTG Jro”eer

mountains east of the Rocky Mountains.

The

are Jrhe |orges+

mounJroin ronge beereen Jrhe ROC|<>/ oncl APPO'OCI’\iOn

Mountains.



WEATHER

A winter blizzard is a erpe of errong Midwestern
storm. Blizzards contain errong winds and often heovy
snow falls. The errenngh of the wind turns a snowstorm
into a blizzard. Because the winds are so errong, travel
becomes dongerous. Drivers are unable to see the road
because of the way the snow is whipped around by the wind.
The incredib|y cold Jremperc::Jrures also make being outside
donger‘ous. Blizzards can shut down roads, businesses, and
schools. The winds cause the snow to drift, mo|<ing huge
banks on the sides of bui|dings and roads. Some blizzards
cause power oquoges. Because the Jremperajrure is so cold,
peop|e need to Pu’r on many |oyers of clothes and blankets

when the power is not working. All the northern states in

the U.S. can experience blizzards.




The Midwestern region Is |arge|y sunny. Even during
the cold winters, the sun shines brighﬂy. The winters are
cold +hrou9hou+ the region. In January, Jremper<:|Jrures are
often below freezing. Of course in the southern states
of the region, the average Jrempercljrure is warmer. While

there are significanjr snow falls, Jrhey are not as greoJr as

those in the Great Lakes region.

MidWGS'I'an summer mOH'H"IS are

Tihunderstonm

9enero||y hot. In Ju|y, most of the
states in this region have average

Jrempera+ures O'F 85 degrees. The

Midwestern region is known for the
Jrempercﬁrure extremes in the winter
and summer months. The summer months can produce

vio|enJr +hunders+orms. Some Of +|'1ese erorms creaJre

Jrornodoes. MOS'I' O'F KOHSOS and Nebroska a|on9 WI'H’I

PGF+S O'F SOU+|’1 DO|<O'|'O, IOWG, and MiSSOUI"i are PCII"'I' Of

what is called the "Tornado A”ey." Tornadoes form more
fr‘eq’uenHy in these areas than in others.

g




TPUG/FG'SGI

CiPCIG +he correc+ answer.

||5 BIiZZGFdS are on|>/ dongerous becouse O'F H‘ne T F
omoun+ O‘F snow Jrhey bring.

||6 BIiZZGPCIS can CIOSG CIOWﬂ SChOOIS, businesses, and T F
POOdS.

.17 The Midwest r‘egion has very cold winters and T F

very |"IO+ summers.

.18 The Midwest region Is genero”y sunny. T F
.19 lowa is not a ParJr of "Tornado /A\”ey." T F

Teacher chec|<

Initial Date

FOI" 'I'I’\IS Sel‘F Teer, $+Ud>/ WhG'I' >/OU |’10V€ reod and done.
The Sel‘F Tes+ WI” Cl’1€C|< WhG'I' >/OU remember.
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/ \N
\( SELF TEST | j,

.'-;r
Mu|+ip|e Choice: fill in the correct answer. :%_

| Ol The |on9es+ river in the U.S. is the

a. Missouri b. Mississippi c. Ohio

| .02 The caPiJroi of North Dakota is

a. Pierre b. Des Moines c. Bismarck

| 03 The Missouri River begins in the state of

a. i\/iinnesoio i:) i\/ioni‘cino C. Nori‘i'i DOi(O'i'CI

|OLi The OZGPI(S are |ocoi‘ed In 'i'i']e S+O+e O‘F

a. Missouri b. North Dakota c. South Dakota

| .Ob The Midwestern weather is often

a. CiOUdy b rciny C. sunny
-
LTE*
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ﬁ True/False: circle the correct answer.

| .06 The Missouri River J'oins the Mississippi River in T F
the state of Missouri.

.07 The Ozarks are the higheer mountains west of T F
the Rocky Mountains.

| 08 The state of North Dakota is not in "Tornado T F
Alley.

.09 Much of the Midwest is reioiiveiy flat mo|<in9 it T F
suitable for fcrming.

|O|O Ti‘le si‘oie O'F IOWO IS 'I'i’ﬁe mos+ eosiern O'F 'H’Te T F

states in this region.

Fill in +he Blank. ig .

| Ol'l The Black Hills are located in the state of

|O|2 A SNow siorm +i10+ can c|ose dOWI”l SCi’]OOiS and businesses

is called a(n)

| O13 Lincolnis the copi+a| of




Fill in the Blank continued.

| Ol4Y Towa is bordered by the Missouri and

Rivers.

| 015 The Midwest has

hO'I' summers.

12/ 15

Teacher chec|<

1."-.... I‘;."J.

Each cLues’rion is worth one

poin’r. The possing 9rade for
Self Test | is shown in the

box to the left. Write your

score in the box to the righ’r.

How did you do?

winters and

Initial Date
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