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OBJECTIVES

Read these objectives. The objectives tell you what you will be able to do when you have

successfully completed this LIFEPAC®.

When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

1. Describe the course of the Cold War and the incidents within it.

2. Name the presidents of the Cold War and the events that happened during

their administration.

3. Describe the course of the Civil Rights Movement.

4. Describe events in America and changes in American thinking during the

Cold War era.

5. Name the important people on both sides of the Cold War.
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From 1945 to 1991, the U.S. and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.) met in a
conflict called the “Cold War.” It was a conflict
of ideas, economics, propaganda, and
intimidation. During all of those years, the two
sides never directly fought each other in a “hot”
war. However, during those years, international
politics revolved around the confrontation
between the two super powers.

One of the most important features of the
Cold War was a massive arms race, particularly
in the area of atomic weapons. By the end of the
era, both sides had enough nuclear bombs to
destroy all life on earth. This “mutually assured
destruction,” the ability of both sides to destroy
the other if the bombs were ever used, was one of
the main reasons the two sides never quite went
to war. Both sides were aware that a U.S.-Soviet
war could be the end for everyone on the planet.

The Cold War was a world war. Each super-
power could count on the support of allies or
satellites all over the world. Both fought
tenaciously for the hearts of the non-aligned
(neutral) nations. Civil wars became part of the

Cold War as the Soviets and the Americans
supported different sides. However, even in
“hot” wars like Korea and Vietnam, the two
great powers were careful to avoid expanding
the wars beyond that place. These were
“limited” wars, carefully restricted to prevent
the dreaded World War III.

At the heart of the conflict was the difference
between the ideas of the two sides. America was
a republic that favored freedom of ideas and a
free market economic system. The Soviet Union
was a communist nation. Communism is a
system that allows no freedom of thought and
has an economy completely owned and run by
the government. Moreover, communism is a
system of flagrant lies. Its governments claim
they are utopias where the workers have
everything they need, when in reality, people
barely have enough of anything. The truth
about corruption, poverty, inefficiency, and
failure is never reported. Eventually,
communism collapsed in the Soviet Union under
the weight of its own stupidity. That collapse
finally ended the Cold War.
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President: Served: Party:

Harry S. Truman 1945-1953 Democratic

Dwight D. Eisenhower 1953-1961 Republican

John F. Kennedy* 1961-1963 Democratic

Lyndon B. Johnson 1963-1969 Democratic

Richard M. Nixon 1969-1974 Republican

Gerald R. Ford 1974-1977 Republican

James E. Carter 1977-1981 Democratic

Ronald Reagan 1981-1989 Republican

George W. Bush 1989-1993 Republican

*Assassinated in office

States Admitted to the Union:

Alaska 1959 Hawaii 1959

Population:

1940: 132,164,569 1990: 248,718,301

TRUMAN

FORD CARTER REAGAN BUSH

EISENHOWER KENNEDY JOHNSON NIXON



SECTION OBJECTIVES

Review these objectives. When you have completed this section, you should be able to:

1. Describe the course of the Cold War and the incidents within it.

2. Name the presidents of the Cold War and the events that happened during

their administration.

4. Describe events in America and changes in American thinking during the

Cold War era.

5. Name the important people on both sides of the Cold War.

VOCABULARY

Study these words to enhance your learning success in this section.

espionage (es’ pē \ näzh). The use of spies to obtain information about the plans of a foreign

government.

fait accompli (fā t’ ak om plē ’). A thing accomplished and presumably irreversible.

ideology (ī d ē äl’ \ jē ). A systematic body of concepts about human life or culture.

summit (s\m’ \t). A conference of the highest-level officials (such as heads of

government).
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I. HOT OR COLD?

The Cold War developed very quickly after
World War II. Americans thought the Soviets
would be willing to work with their allies after
the defeat of Germany. Events quickly proved
that assumption wrong.

Stalin was obsessed with protecting his
nation by creating a buffer of loyal nations in
Eastern Europe. Because these countries were
occupied by Soviet troops, the Western nations
could not stop it, except by starting another war.
Stalin ignored his wartime promises and set up
communist governments all over East Europe
without allowing free elections.

These actions of Soviet aggression in the
Middle East convinced America to abandon her
traditional isolation. There was a very real fear
that without the support of the United States,

much of the world might be forced under the
control of a communist dictatorship. Therefore,
America took the leadership of the free world to
contain communism at all costs.

The threat communism posed to the free
world dominated American policy and thinking
for forty-five years. It was especially strong in
the first half of the era, up until the 1970s.
During this time, the line between cold and hot
war was often dangerously thin. Two “limited”
wars were fought between communist and non-
communist forces in Korea and Vietnam.
Incidents like the Berlin blockade, the Berlin
Wall, and the Cuban Missile Crisis threatened to
escalate to war. The danger of an earth-
destroying war was all too real.
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Harry S. Truman (1884-1972). Harry S.
Truman was unprepared when he suddenly
became president in 1945 upon the death of
Franklin Roosevelt. He knew nothing of foreign
policy and had not been kept up-to-date on
anything the president was doing. He did not
even know about the project to develop the
atomic bomb before Roosevelt’s death. Yet, he
managed to face his own ignorance and rose to
be considered, by some, among America’s best
presidents.

Harry Truman was born and lived most of his
life in Missouri. He was widely read but never
obtained a college degree. After high school, he
worked at various jobs until 1917. He was an
artillery officer in France during World War I.
After the war, he tried his hand at business and
failed. He became a county official with the
support of the powerful Democratic Party boss in
Missouri, Tom Pendergast. In spite of his
association with the corrupt Pendergast
machine, Truman was honest and remained free
from scandal.

With the help of the Pendergast machine,
Truman was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1934
and 1940. He rose to national prominence as the
head of a Senate committee that worked to
uncover inefficiency and waste in government
war spending. The Truman Commission (as it
was called) saved the government about $15
billion. He was a compromise candidate for the
vice presidency in 1944. In spite of his difficult
start, Truman would set American policy that
would affect the whole course of the Cold War.

United Nations. Roosevelt had been
determined to replace the toothless League of
Nations after World War II. Roosevelt had also
learned from Wilson’s mistakes. The American
delegation to negotiate the charter included
Senators from both parties and it was not tied to
a harsh treaty. The conference to write a charter
for the new United Nations opened in San
Francisco on April 25, 1945, just two weeks after
the death of F.D.R. The charter was written in
nine weeks by representatives from about fifty
nations. The U.S. Senate approved it in a matter
of days.

The United Nations was set up with a
general assembly in which all nations have a say
and a smaller Security Council that controls
major decisions on international disputes. The

U.S., U.S.S.R., Britain, France, and China all
were given permanent seats on the Security
Council. The council must unanimously agree
on any decision, which gives any one council
member veto power over decisions. The Soviets
made regular use of their veto in the early years
of the U.N. to block any action they believed was
threatening to their power (over 100 times in the
first 25 years). This was one factor in the rapid
growth of distrust between the allies after the
end of World War II.

Post-War Problems. American hopes that
the wartime cooperation with the Soviets would
continue into the post-war era were quickly
dashed. Relations with the Soviets went
downhill after the understanding established at
Yalta in early 1945. The Soviets quickly
established obedient communist governments in
Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania.
Communist governments came to power on their
own in Yugoslavia and Albania. The democratic
government that took control in Czechoslovakia
was overthrown by the communists in 1948. The
borders of the U.S.S.R. and its new “satellite”
nations were closed to prevent the
contamination of communist lies by contact with
the truth from the outside world.

Germany and Berlin, its capital, had been
divided into four sections occupied by the
Soviets, Americans, British, and French. The
four sectors were supposed to work together and
eventually be reunited under an elected
government. From the beginning, the Soviets
refused to work with their allies to reunite the
nation. They held the agricultural section in the
East and refused to ship food to the other areas.
They also stripped their section of all valuable
industries, transporting whole factories to the
U.S.S.R. They refused to sign a treaty with
Germany, which would require them to
withdraw, and the Soviets set up a communist
government in their section.

In the end, the three Western powers worked
to unite their sectors as best they could. As the
Soviets became more threatening, the Western
powers softened their attitude toward Germany,
realizing they would need to rebuild the nation
to aid in blocking communism. Eventually, two
separate nations, communist East Germany and
free West Germany would be created out of the
defeated Nazi nation.
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