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Objectives
Read these objectives. The objectives tell you what you will be able to do when you have successfully 
completed this LIFEPAC. Each section will list according to the numbers below what objectives will be met in 
that section. When you have completed this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

1.	 Identify some of the word-making elements that compose the English language.

2.	 Use an etymological dictionary.

3.	 Show by examples how one word can be more effective than another in a particular context.

4.	 Explain the ways in which poetry differs from prose.

5.	 Name the various poetic devices and identify them in poetry.

6.	 Interpret poetry on both the literal and the figurative levels.

7.	 Define the vocabulary words listed in the glossary.

The Power of Words

Introduction
A word is a microcosm, a little world, with a history of its own. The study of word derivations,etymology, tells 
us much about our culture and its impact on our language.

Words are more than mirrors of culture. They are the primary means of communication for all people. They 
are a link with the past, and through them we shall leave a record for future generations. More than sym-
bols for things and ideas, words are persuaders and teachers. Words can evoke pictures in our minds. They 
can excite us, terrify us, anger us, or make us laugh or cry.

The power of words can be seen clearly in good poetry, which blends the sound and sense of words to cre-
ate an emotional and intellectual experience for the reader.

In this LIFEPAC®, you will learn what etymology is, how to apply it to increase your vocabulary, and how to 
use an etymological dictionary. Through a study of connotations, you will learn how a word’s associations 
affect both its literal meaning and its effectiveness in speech and writing. The study of poetic devices will 
help you to understand poetry on the literal and figurative levels. With this knowledge, you will be able to 
appreciate the poetry of many peoples and generations.
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Survey the LIFEPAC. Ask yourself some questions about this study. Write your questions here.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Power of Words | Unit 4

4|  



Section Objectives
Review these objectives. When you have completed this section, you should be able to:

1.	 Identify some of the word-making elements that compose the English language.

2.	 Use an etymological dictionary.

3.	 Show by examples how one word can be more effective than another in a particular 
context.

7.	 Define the vocabulary words listed in the glossary.

Vocabulary
Study these words to enhance your learning success in this section.

	 allusion	 amelioration 		  cognate 
	 doublet	 literary allusion 		  pejoration

Note: All vocabulary words in this LIFEPAC appear in boldface print the first time they are used. If you are unsure of the 
meaning when you are reading, study the definitions given in the glossary.

1. 	THE MEANING OF WORDS
To understand literature or to write or speak 
effectively, you must first understand what 
words are and how they affect a listener or 
reader. Words are referents; that is, they are 
symbols for things or concepts. A knowledge of 
etymology will help you to understand why one 
word and not another has been agreed upon to 
represent a particular idea. More than this, ety-
mology shows how a word’s form and meaning 

change over time. Language is not static, but is 
living and growing.

In this section you will learn the history of com-
mon words, personal names, and place names. 
You will see how the connotations of a word 
affect its literal meaning and how connotations 
can be used to influence or persuade a reader 
or listener.
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ETYMOLOGY
The etymology of a word is its history, found by 
breaking the word into its basic elements and 
tracing it back to its earliest form. A good dic-
tionary will give the etymology of a word along 
with its definition, pronunciation, and gram-
matical function. For example, one dictionary 
gives this etymology of etymology:

“<F etymologie<L etymologia<Gk. etymon, original 
meaning + logos, word, study.”

In other words, etymology was borrowed from 
French as etymologie and can be traced through 
Latin back to the original Greek elements 
etymon and logos. Etymology literally means the 
study of true (original) meanings.

Etymologies may give more information than 
a recording of word parts. Often they demon-
strate how a word’s meaning has changed over 
time, or they may contain interesting additional 
information. If you look up etiquette, for exam-
ple, you will find it is a doublet of ticket, just as 
sherbet is a doublet of syrup.

This definition of shibboleth, from the Thorndike 
Barnhart Dictionary, is in itself an etymology: 
“A test word or pet phrase of a party; a watch-
word. From the Hebrew word Shibboleth, given 
by Jephthah (Judges 12:4-6) as a test to distin-
guish his own men from the Ephraimites, who 

used the pronunciation sibboleth.”1 The literal 
meaning of shibboleth is ear of corn.

Stories like that of shibboleth can be found in 
an etymological dictionary. The format of these 
books may be similar to that of an ordinary 
dictionary, with a more detailed explanation 
of etymology but with a shorter definition and 
without a pronunciation key. Other etymolog-
ical dictionaries are less formal, giving defini-
tions that are capsule histories in story form. 
Compare these two definitions of parasite, one 
from A Concise Etymological Dictionary of Mod-
ern English by Ernest Weekley, and the other 
from Word Origins and Their Romantic Stories by 
Wilfred Funk.

Parasite. G. parasites, from sitos, food.

Parasites. They eat beside you. A man of means 
in ancient Greece or Rome usually had a good 
many followers that would flatter and fawn 
on him in the interest of being well-fed at his 
table. They were the parasites of that day.2 The 
Latin parasitus is responsible for the word, and 
it stems from the Greek parasites, formed from 
para, “beside,” and sitos, “food.” So nowadays a 
parasite is an obsequious flatterer who lives at 
another’s expense, or an animal or plant that 
depends on another organism for existence.3

1 E.L. Thorndike and Clarence L. Barnhart. Thorndike Barnhart Advanced Dictionary. (Glenview, Il: Scott, Foresman and Company, 
1974), p. 938. used by permission of Scott, Foresman and Company.

2 Wilfred Funk. Word Origins and their Romantic Stories. (New York: Funk & Wagnalls Co.). Used by permission of Harper & Row 
Publishers.

3 Ernest Weekly. A Concise Etymological Dictionary of Modern English. (Oxford, England: Oxford University Press. Used by permission of 
Oxford University Press.
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	 Complete the following activity.

Look up the etymologies of the following words in your dictionary and in an etymological 
dictionary. You can use online dictionaries. Write both etymologies below each word.

1.1_ sheriff 

a. _ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.2_ tribulation 

a. _ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.3_ gauche 

a. _ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.4_ employ 

a. _ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ b. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Unit  4| The Power of Words

Section 1 |7



	 Test your knowledge of roots. Without using a dictionary, define the following Greek 
roots. When you have finished, check your answers using a dictionary.

1.5_ arch ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.6_ anthropo _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.7_ bio _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.8_ gamos _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.9_ geo _ ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.10_ theos _ _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.11_ therm __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.12_ meter __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.13_ polis _ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.14_ chron __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.15_ philo ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

List and define the roots. Use a dictionary if you need to.

	 Root	 Meaning

1.16	 homonym	 a.	 ________________________ 	 b.	 _ ________________________  

			  c.	 ________________________ 	 d.	 _ ________________________

1.17	 ethnic	 a.	 ________________________ 	 b.	 _ ________________________

1.18	 ethic	 a.	 ________________________ 	 b.	 _ ________________________

1.19	 zoology	 a.	 ________________________ 	 b.	 _ ________________________  

			  c.	 ________________________ 	 d.	 _ ________________________

1.20	 hippopotamus	 a.	 ________________________ 	 b.	 _ ________________________  

			  c.	 ________________________ 	 d.	 _ ________________________

Word elements. To fully understand etymol-
ogies, a reader must be familiar with word 
elements. Fifty thousand English words are 
derived from Latin. The number of Greek bor-
rowings, direct and indirect, is also very large. 

The double influence of Renaissance learning 
and the Industrial Revolution has made Greek 
and Latin elements an integral part of English. 
For this reason a knowledge of Greek and Latin 
roots is indispensable to a student.
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1.21	 metropolis	 a.	 ________________________ 	 b.	 _ ________________________  

			  c.	 ________________________ 	 d.	 _ ________________________

1.22	 orthodontist	 a.	 ________________________ 	 b.	 _ ________________________  

			  c.	 ________________________ 	 d.	 _ ________________________

1.23	 pyrotechnics	 a.	 ________________________ 	 b.	 _ ________________________  

			  c.	 ________________________ 	 d.	 _ ________________________

A large number of Greek and Latin elements 
overlap in meaning. For example, the first 
elements in hemisphere (Greek ) and semicircle 
(Latin) are identical in meaning. Di in diameter, 

derived from Greek, means two; so does bi- in 
such familiar Latin-based words as bicycle and 
bicuspid.

The following chart shows a comparison of Greek and Latin combining forms for numbers.

	 Number	 Latin	 Greek

	 one	 uni-	 hen-, mono- 
	 two	 bi-	 di- 
	 three	 tri-	 tri- 
	 four	 quad-	 tetra- 
	 five	 quin-	 penta- 
	 six	 sex-	 hexa- 
	 seven	 sept-	 hepta- 
	 eight	 oct-	 oct- 
	 nine	 novem-, non-	 ennea- 
	 ten	 deca-	 deca-

Notice that in three cases the forms are iden-
tical. In other cases, notably bi- and di-, sex- 
and hexa-, and sept- and hept-, they are very 
similar. These similar forms, called cognates, 
are frequent in closely related languages. The 
forms hemi- and semi- both meaning half are 
cognates.

English is not as closely related to Latin and 
Greek as they are to each other, but, all three 
are Indo-European languages with many cog-
nate forms. Compare the Latin words, mater, 
pater, frater, and soror with their English coun-
terparts, mother, father, brother, and sister.

	 Write the correct answer in each blank.

1.24_ Greek, Latin, and English are _______________________________________________________  languages.

1.25_ Hemi- and semi- are ___________________________________ terms.

1.26_ Quad- and tetra- are combining forms meaning _____________________________ .
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Of course, Greek and Latin are not the only 
languages from which English has borrowed. 
American English in particular is a miniature 
melting pot reflecting words from cultures as 
diverse as the Algonquian Indian tribes and 
the ancient Hebrews. The word orangutan was 

borrowed from Malay, waltz and kindergarten 
are German, troll is Scandinavian, and buffalo 
comes from Portuguese. The list of borrow-
ings is endless. Only about one percent of the 
600,000 words in Modern English are derived 
from Anglo-Saxon; the rest are borrowed.

 	 Complete the following activities.

1.27_ Look up the etymology of orangutan. 

What do the elements mean? __________________________________________________________________

1.28_ Look in the dictionary to find the original language from which each term was derived, and 
write that language on the line.

	 a.  protein 	 _____________________________

	 b.  amen 	 _____________________________

	 c.  tattoo 	 _____________________________

	 d.  zebra 	 _____________________________

	 e.  mongoose	 _____________________________

Names. Like other words, names have etymol-
ogies. Most of the first names given to children 
in the United States today are derived from 
Hebrew, Greek, Latin, or German. A few, like 
Faith and Rose, are self-explanatory, but most 
have meanings that are not readily apparent. 
The names were borrowed without regard 
to their meanings, or the form of the name 
changed over time and the meaning was lost. 
An Anglo-Saxon named Hrothbeort would have 
been well aware that his name meant bright, 
shining one, a fact that his modern counterpart 
Robert is less likely to know.

In ancient times names were a matter of great 
importance, as shown by the Biblical account 
of Abraham and his wife. Abram’s name was 

changed to Abraham when he was ninety-nine. 
To understand the significance of this change, 
we must know that Abraham means father of 
a multitude. The name was God’s promise to 
a childless old man that he would have many 
descendants.

Other Hebrew names in common use today 
include John, meaning gracious gift of God; 
David, beloved; Mary, bitter; Michael, who is like 
God; Elizabeth, oath of God; and Susan, a lily.

Among the common Greek-based names are 
Timothy, honoring God; Philip, lover of horses; 
and Cynthia, belonging to the moon. Patricia, 
meaning noble, and Anthony, incomparable, are 
of Latin origin.
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	 Look up the following names in a collegiate or etymological dictionary. Write the 
definitions and language of origin.

	 Name	 Meaning	 Source language

1.29		 Dennis 		  a. 	___________________________ 	 b. 	___________________________ 

1.30		 Valerie 		  a. 	___________________________ 	 b. 	___________________________

1.31		 Renee 		  a. 	___________________________ 	 b. 	___________________________

1.32		 Richard 		  a. 	___________________________ 	 b. 	___________________________

1.33		 Alexander 		  a. 	___________________________ 	 b. 	___________________________

1.34		 Catherine 		  a. 	___________________________ 	 b. 	___________________________

1.35		 Charles 		  a. 	___________________________ 	 b. 	___________________________

1.36		 Judith 		  a. 	___________________________ 	 b. 	___________________________

Write a report.

1.37_ Look up the entry, Names, in an online or printed encyclopedia.

_ On a separate sheet of paper, write a brief report explaining the origin of last names. Give 
examples of the various types.

TEACHER CHECK
initials date
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The etymologies of place names often provide 
insights about cities or countries. Athens was 
named after the goddess Athena. According 
to legend, she was the victor in a contest with 
Poseidon as to who should be the patron of 
the city. Rome was named after Romulus, the 
legendary founder of the city. Paris was named 
after a character from Iliad who kidnapped 
Helen of Troy. 

A few cities in the United States are named 
after mythical characters, creatures, and places. 
Examples are Phoenix and Atlanta. Others, like 
New York and New Bedford, are named after 
sites in the homeland of the settlers. Some 
towns reflect the Christian beliefs of the found-
ers: Los Angeles means the angels; San Francisco 
is named for St. Francis; and Corpus Christi 
means the body of Christ. Pittsburgh literally 
means Pitt’s town. The suffix burg(h), like -by, 
-dorf, -ham, -ton, -ville, and -wich, means town. 

The names of months and days also have 
interesting histories. January is named for the 
two-headed Roman God Janus. February com-
memorates a festival of purification. March 
was dedicated to the war god Mars. The name 
April is based on the Latin word aperio, to 
open. May and June are named for goddesses, 
July and August for emperors. September, Octo-
ber, November, and December mean seventh, 
eighth, ninth, and tenth months, respectively. 
Compare these Roman names with the Old 
English names they replaced: Wulf-Mōnath, wolf 
month; Sprote-Kalemōnath, cabbage-sprouting 
month; Hlyd-Mōnath, boisterous month (for the 
March winds); Easter-Mōnath; Thrimlce, three 
milkings; Sere-Mōnath, dry month; Maed-Mōnath, 

meadow-month; Weod Mōnath, weed month; 
Haerfest-Mōnath, harvest month; Win-Mōnath, 
wine month; Blot-Mōnath, blood (sacrifice) month 
renamed Wind-Mōnath (after the Anglo-Saxons 
were converted to Christianity); and Mid-Winter-
Mōnath or Haligh-Mōnath, holy month (for the 
birth of Christ). The names indicate that the 
Anglo-Saxons were practical, forthright people. 

Two days of the week are named for heavenly 
bodies (Sunday and Monday, meaning moon 
day), the rest for gods. Saturn (Saturday) is the 
only Roman god represented. The others, Tyr or 
Tiw, Woden, Thor, and Frigg, are Norse deities.

|	 Goddess Athena in Athens, Greece

	 Write the correct answer in each blank.

1.38_ In the old Roman calendar, December was the ______________________________ month.

1.39_ The Old English root mōnath means ______________________________________ .

1.40_ Woden’s day, in Modern English, is ____________________________________ .
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CONNOTATIONS
A word’s etymology reflects changes in mean-
ing as well as in form. One factor responsible 
for meaning changes is the connotations of a 
word. Connotations are the associations which 
come into the mind of a reader or hearer upon 
encountering a given word. Although some 
connotations are cultural, others vary with the 
individual. For example, most Americans asso-
ciate the term apple pie with wholesomeness and 
motherhood. Individual connotations depend 
upon whether the person in question likes 
apple pie.

Effect on denotative meaning. Words change 
in meaning through their use in particular con-
texts. These contexts become associated with a 
word, influencing its meaning. The word Philis-
tine, for example, has come to mean one who 
resists the new and enlightened.

The Philistines’ opposition to the Hebrew reli-
gion and culture, a connotation of Philistine, has 
affected the denotative, or literal, meaning of 
the word.

The meaning of Philistine has been generalized  
or extended through connotations. The mean-
ing of Lord, on the other hand, has been 
restricted or narrowed through association 
with God and Christ. A word’s connotations 
are the primary force behind the processes 

of amelioration and pejoration. Stink once 
meant smell; weed once meant greenery. 
Unpleasant connotations changed the mean-
ings of the words, causing them to undergo 
both pejoration and specialization (narrowing in 
meaning).

Connotations forceful enough to change the 
meaning of a word must be shared by an entire 
culture. Cultural connotations do not always 
affect denotative meaning, however. The cul-
tural connotations of apple pie are unlikely to 
change its meaning; apple pie is apple pie.

Use in speech and writing. Connotations do 
not always affect the literal meanings of words, 
but they do determine the effectiveness of a 
given word in speech and writing. Compare the 
terms mother, mom, and mommy. The literal 
meanings are identical, but mother is formal, 
mom is casual, and mommy is a child’s term. 
The connotations of mommy make it unsuita-
ble for use in a serious essay on motherhood, 
except in a dialogue between mother and child.

Propagandists and poets use connotations 
as tools to stir emotions and mold opinions. 
Scientists and reporters attempt to use only 
denotative meanings, but poetry and propa-
ganda convey impressions and arouse feelings 
through connotations.
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	 Complete the following activity.

1.41_ List some of the connotations, cultural and individual, of the terms below.

_ a. America _____________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

b. love _ ________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

c. blue _ ________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

d. collie _ _______________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

e. Christian _____________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer this question.

1.42_ How do the connotations of a word determine its effectiveness in speech and writing? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Propaganda, whether political or commercial, 
takes advantage of connotations. Words like 
best, quality, value, integrity, new, and special are 
used to produce associations in the minds of 
buyers and voters between the words and the 
product or candidate endorsed. Propaganda 

also can be used to create unfavorable associ-
ations between unpleasant words and a pro-
gram or platform the propagandist opposes. 
The connotations of carefully chosen words can 
arouse love or patriotism, hate or fear.
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	 Identify propaganda words.

1.43_ In any magazine with advertisements, find and list five words chosen for their connotations. _	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.44_ Find an editorial online or in a newspaper. List any words or phrases the editor has chosen 
for their connotations as tools of persuasion rather than statements of facts.

_ _________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Propaganda is an ancient device. The Greeks 
used it in their plays as a method of teaching 
moral behavior. The famous Athenian orator 
Demosthenes used propaganda to rally the 
people of his city against Philip of Macedonia. 
Demosthenes failed, but another propagan-
dist succeeded in a similar effort more than 
two thousand years later. Thomas Paine, an 
immigrant from England to America, aroused 
the colonies to revolutionary war with his 
pamphlets. Paine was the first to advocate a 
“declaration for independence.” A sample of 
his fiery rhetoric shows that he was a master of 
propaganda.

It is the good fortune of many to live distant 
from the scene of present sorrow; the evil is 
not sufficiently brought to their doors to make 

them feel the precariousness with which all 
American property is possessed. But let our 
imaginations transport us a few moments 
to Boston; that seat of wretchedness will 
teach us wisdom and instruct us forever to 
renounce a power in whom we can have no 
trust.

In this short passage from “Common Sense,” 
Paine managed to instill a sense of guilt in 
people who were not from the besieged city 
of Boston. He knew the appeal of property to 
land-hungry Americans. The terms sorrow, evil, 
precariousness, wretchedness, and power all are 
subtly associated with Britain or her victim, 
Boston. Paine used the connotations of these 
words to build resentment against Britain 
before striking even sharper blows against 
“British barbarity.”
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	 Answer the following questions. Refer to the excerpt from “Common Sense.”

1.45_ What facts, if any, does Paine state in the passage? ____________________________________________

1.46_ What does Paine mean by “the precariousness with which all American property is 

possessed”? ____________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.47_ What are some of the connotations of wretchedness? __________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.48_ What are some of the connotations of power? _________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Propagandists are not the only writers who 
take advantage of the connotations of words. 
Part of the poet’s craft is the ability to create an 
atmosphere, an aura of feeling, from the proper 
choice of words.

A fiction writer, too, chooses words whose 
connotations suit the atmosphere of his work. 
Words such as creaky, eerie, dark, and dim 
evoke an aura of mystery reminiscent of Poe. 
The word dragon brings to mind stirring epic 
tales; a reader may recall Fafnir in The Ring of 
the Nibelung or Smaug in J. R. R. Tolkien’s The 
Hobbit. Nightingale is a word frequently found 
in romantic poetry. Its connotations—twilight, 
melody, and flight—establish a mood of 
melancholy, sweet yet profound.

Another technique writers use to affect a 
reader’s emotions through connotations is 
allusion. A reference to marathon connotates 

perseverance, striving toward a goal; but 
Auschwitz connotes the horrors of war. A 
writer who refers to his character as a David 
probably means that he is victorious against 
insurmountable odds, a connotation of David 
derived from David’s victory against Goliath. 
Literary allusions are dependent for their 
effectiveness on whether the reader has read 
the works from which they come. An example is 
Edna Ferber’s My Son, My Son, the title of which 
is a reference to 2 Samuel 19:4.

When a writer makes an allusion to anything, 
he assumes that his reader will be familiar 
with it. When Matthew Arnold wrote “Strew on 
her roses, roses/and never a spray of yew!” he 
expected his readers to know that roses are 
lovely and delicate but that they die quickly, 
while yew trees are long-lived evergreens. The 
connotations of roses are applicable to his dead 
sweetheart, but those of yew are inappropriate.
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Loveliest of Trees
Loveliest of trees, the cherry now 

is hung with bloom along the bough, 
And stands about the woodland ride*  

wearing white for Eastertide.

Now, of my threescore years and ten, 
Twenty will not come again, 

And take from seventy springs a score, 
It only leaves me fifty more.

And since to look at things in bloom 
Fifty springs are little room, 

About the woodland I will go. 
To see the Cherry hung with snow.4

	 Read the following poem and answer the questions.

1.49_ What connotations of snow are appropriate to a description of a mass of cherry blossoms? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.50_ What connotations of snow makes it particularly suited to a poem about the brevity of 

beauty? ________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.51_ What are some connotations of snow that are not appropriate to this poem?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.52_ How do you know? _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.53_ The poem contains a Biblical allusion. What is it? ______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

* a horse path 
4 A.E. Housman. “Loveliest of Trees.” Reprinted by permission of Society of Authors. London, England.
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A poet writing about heroes may choose, as 
Ralph Waldo Emerson did in “Concord Hymn,” 
to refer to an enemy as a foe and to his ances-
tors as his sires. He may deliberately choose 

images related to ancient Greek mythology or 
to Biblical tradition. He may, on the other hand, 
use simple, everyday words to create an atmo-
sphere of intimacy or simplicity

1.55_ _________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_

	 Read the following poem and try to explain its impact based on the connotations of 	
	 the words the poet used.

To See

To see a world in a grain of sand

And a heaven in a wild flower,

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand

And eternity in an hour.

		     	           — William Blake

TEACHER CHECK
initials date

	 Review the material in this section in preparation for the Self Test. The Self Test will 
check your mastery of this particular section. The items missed on this Self Test will indicate spe-
cific areas where restudy is needed for mastery.

1.54_ What does the allusion mean? _________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Answer true or false (each answer, 1 point).

1.01	 _____________ 	 The effect of propaganda depends largely on the denotative meanings of 
words.

1.02	 _____________ 	 Hemi- and semi- are cognate forms.

1.03	 _____________ 	 The majority of Modern English words are derived from Anglo-Saxon.

1.04	 _____________ 	 The name February comes from a Latin word meaning to open.

1.05	 _____________ 	 The connotations of a word have little effect on its literal meaning.

Match these items. (each answer, 2 points).

1.06	 _________	 propaganda 	 a.	 reference to anything

1.07	 _________	 connotation 	 b.	 history of a word

1.08	 _________	 pejoration 	 c.	 extension of meaning

1.09	 _________	 atmosphere 	 d.	 mood

1.010	 _________	 allusion 	 e.	 raising in meaning

1.011	 _________	 specialization 	 f.	 convinces through connotations

1.012	 _________	 etymology 	 g.	 restricting in meaning

1.013	 _________	 referent 	 h.	 lowering in meaning

		  i.	 symbol for thing or concept

		  j.	 association or suggestion

Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank (each answer, 2 points). 

1.014 _ Etymology is derived from two Greek words meaning ______ . 
	 a.	 true meaning	 b.	 word history	 c.	 word meaning	 d.	 word study

1.015_ Two forms of the same word are called ______ .
	 a.	 cognates	 b.	 allusions	 c.	 doublets	 d.	 shibboleths

1.016_ The Greek root chron means ______ .
	 a. 	green	 b. 	 heat	 c. 	 time 	 d. 	 love

1.017_ The Greek combining form hepta- means ______ 
	 a. 	five	 b. 	 six	 c. 	 seven	 d. 	 eight

SELF TEST 1
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1.018_ The name Abraham means ______ .
	 a.	 father of a multitude		  b. 	 bright, shining one 

c.	 gracious gift of God			  d. 	 lover of horses

Complete these statements (each answer, 3 points).

1.019_ The word hippopotamus is derived from the Greek roots hippos, meaning ___________________	

and potamos, meaning ___________________ .

1.020_ The word etiquette is a doublet of _______________________ .

1.021_ The author of the pamphlet “Common Sense” was _________________________________________ .

1.022_ February was called Sprote-Kalemonath by the Anglo-Saxons because it was the month 

when _______________________________________________________________________________________ .

1.023_ The words stink and weed have undergone the process of __________________________________ .

Define these terms (each answer, 5 points).

1.024_ shibboleth ___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

1.025_ cognate______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a paragraph on each of these topics (each answer, 5 points).

1.026_ Explain how the connotations of a word affect its literal meaning.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

1.027_ Explain the difference between individual connotations and cultural connotations.  
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

1.028_ Explain how the connotations of a word determine its effectiveness in speech and writing. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

SCORE TEACHER
initials date

59
74
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